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DOUBTING MINDS; 
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I. On Cxz 15m being made 81 M for us: 
II. RieaTzousNEs58 to us: And, 
III. SAncTIFICATION in us. 
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Wherefore comfort one another with theſe Words, 1 Theſſ. iv. 18. 
ee * 2 2... 


* 
. — — — 
* 
, US 


* 


" EON D 0 


Printed and ſold by M. Lewis, [No. 1,] in Pater-noſfer-Row , 
and E. and C. DiLLy, in the Poultry. 1769 . 


* O : 
* «a. | 


* 


1 
7 * 
f 
p 
- 


FREE-GRACE TRUTHS: 
8 
GOSPEL COMFORT, Sec. 


LR T-ATB RK L 


Cod hath made Chrift to be fin for us, 2 Cor. v. 21. Wherefore 
comfort one another with theſe words, 1 Theſſ. iv. 18. 


My dear FxIEx p, 


T* I may be permitted to take up the apoſtolic language, I 
would thus addreſs you, Thisepiſtle, beloved, I now write 
& ynto you, in which I would ſtir up your pure mind, by way of 
c remembrance,” 2 Pet. iii. 1. that you may be more and 
more mindful of the love of our precious Saviour IEsus to 
ſinners, the fulneſs of grace which is in him for ſinners, the 
perfect atonement which he hath made by his blood for fin, 
the everlaſting righteouſneſs which he has wrought out and 
brought in to juſtify ſinners, and the glorious ſalvation which 
he has finiſbed for the immortal ſouls of ſinners. The ſteady 
belief and conſtant view of Iꝝsus, in this important light, is 
the moſt ſovereign and powerful antidote againſt thoſe un- 


i Y reaſonable fears and diſtreſſing doubts which you are fo fre- 
®. quently exerciſed with, and ſo much complain of: And not 


i 


only ſo, but this (through the grace of the HoLy SIR IT) is alſo, 
the only means to enliven your mind, and to animate your 
ſpirit, to live and walk like a chriſtian with chearfulneſs and 
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joy. Be aſſured, you can only run the heavenly race with 
patience and pleaſure, while you are thus © looking unto 
Jesvs, the © author and finiſher of your faith.“ | 
St. Paul ſpeaks of holding the myſtery of the faith in 2 
© pure conſcience,” 1 Tim. iii. 9. This, is urged as the 
practice of a deacon who would approve himſelf to Gop and 
his church ; and no leſs is it to be the exerciſe of every pri- 
vate chriſtian's conſcience who would maintain a lively faith 


in Jxsus, a comfortable hope on him, a warm zeal for him, 


affectionate love to him, and peace of mind and j Joy of heart in 
him. 


The myſtery of the faith. The objects of our faith, are the 


truths which Gop has tevealed by his Serz1T in his word. 
Theſe divine truths are inſcrutable nyſleries to our natural 


' reaſon, We cannot, nor ſhall we ever be able either fully to 


comprehend or clearly explain them. Glory be to Gon, this 


is not our work, nor our calling. But the Loxp calls us to 


honour his word, to receive implicitly, to believe heartily, to 
hold faſt ſteadily in our minds and conſciences, his revealed 
truths, as being of the greateſt importance to our ſouls health 
and falvation. 

Though the world which lieth in wickedneſs,” totally 
rejet the myſtery of the faith, yet, what our Lon ſaid of 
his beloved diſciples in the day of his fleſh, is alſo true of 
every one of his diſciples and followers at this day, ** Unto 
« you it is given to know the myſteries of the kingdom,” 
Matt. xiii. 11. that is, the myſteriqus truths of the goſpel. 


To know them ſpiritually, ſayingly and experimentally, ſo 


as to loye and approve them. This knowledge we have not 
naturally, but it is “ given us by the Srixrr“ to know 
them in our hearts and conſciences, ſo as to taſte their ſweet- 
neſs and to feel their comforts and joys. Yet Rill we 
are the ſubjects of carnal reaſonings, proud imaginations and 
lofty ſelf-conceits, and are expoſed to the riſings and work- 
ings of our legal ſpirit, which oppoſeth the grace of Gov. 
Ang we are allo liable to the attacks of our ſubtle, 
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fpiritual enemy; he has acceſs to our ſpirits, and his aim is 
to darken our views of, and to prejudice our minds 
againſt the ſoul-comforting, grace-glorifying truths of the 
everlaſting goſpel, that ſo we may loſe our hold of them. 
Hence the exhortation of the apoſtle is ever needful to your 
ſoul and mine, ** Therefore we ought to give the more 
« earneſt heed to the things which we have heard, [of the 
© GREAT 8ALVATION of JE$Us] leſt at any time we ſhould 
<« Jet them flip,” Heb. ii. 1. How let them flip? why out 
of our minds and conſciences; leſt they ſhould run out of us, 
or through us, as water does out of, or through a leaky 
veſſel. But we are to give the moſt earneſt heed to retain 
them in our minds, and hold them faſt in our conſciences, 
againſt all the objections of natural reaſon, and all the ſug- 
geſtions of our fpiritual enemy. And while we are thus 
labouring to engage our minds and enabled fo to act, we 
ſhall find the blefling and comfort of it. For in this way, 
our hearts will be more eſtabliſhed, our ſpirits more evange- 
lized, our affections more ſpiritualized, our minds more 
peaceful, our conſciences more happy, our lives more holy, 
and our proſpe& more delightful, For, we have this aſſured 
word of propheſy, © Thou (O JeHovan-Jesus) wilt keep 
<& him in perfect peace, whoſe mind is ſtayed upon thee : 
& becauſe he truſteth in thee,” as the only and almighty Sa- 
viour, Ja. xxvi. 3. 

But now, what are the cauſes of our diſtreſs of mind, fears 
of heart, and doubts of conſcience? May they not all be 
fummed up, as included in theſe three particulars ? 

1/7, A fight and ſenſe that we are in ourſelves ſinners, 
conſequently, 


24ly, That we are deſtitute of a righteouſneſs in ourſelves ; 
and not only fo, but, 
34h, That we find, day after day, that we are the ſubjects 
of a nature, which is unholy and unlike to Gop. 
Now as enlightened perſons, we cannot but ſee, feel and 
be ſenſible of theſe things: And while we thus view and 
| conſider 
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conſider ourſelves, do not doubts and fears concerning out? 
immortal ſouls and their eternal ſalvation naturally ariſe ? but 
what is the antidote againſt them? what is the remedy to. 
fortify our minds againſt their attacks, and to baniſh them 
from our hearts and conſciences ? Alas! if we had none but 
what ariſe in and from ourſelves, verily- chriſtians, of all 
beings out of hell, muſt be moſt miſerable... But, glory 
to the rich grace and everlaſting love of our Gon, we have the 
moſt powerful and all-ſufficient antidote againſt the working of 
the myſtery of iniquity which we find in ourſelves, drawn 
from the myſtery of the faith. In which theſe three things 
are inclũded, and are ever to be held faſt in our cd6n- 
ſciences, and to be oppoſed to all the ſenſe and feelings of 
our nature. | 

1/t, The myſtery of ChRISH made fin for us. 

24ly, CHRIST made righteouſneſs to us. And, 

34, CHRIST made ſanctification in us, 

Whilſt this trinity of myſteries are held- in' the unity of 
faith in our conſcience, we behold the Father's everlaſting 
love to us, the Son's everlaſting ſalvation for us, and enjoy 
the HoLy SPIRIT's everlaſting conſolation in us. While this 
is the ſweet experience of our ſouls, fin ſhall not deſtroy. our 
peace, the law ſhall not bring our ſouls under condem- 
nation, nor ſhall ſatan gain an advantage over us, ſo as 
to bring our ſpirits under bondage to -legal fears, doubts and 
terrors. | 

I ſhall wholly confine the preſent addreſs to this myſterious 
but delightful ſubject to the faith of a chriſtian, Chri/t made ſin 


for us. What! was the perfectly pure, innocent, holy and 


immaculate Lamb of Gop made fin? O myſtery of myſte- 
ries! „ This is the Loxp's doing, and it is marvellous in 
« our eyes.” This is the wonder of angels, the joy of 
finners, the glory of ſaints upon earth, and the triumph of 
the ſpirits of juſt men made perfe& in glory. But who durſt 
ever conceive the thought? who would be bold to utter the 
expreſſion Chriſi made ſin, made ſin for us; was it not the 


reyealed truth of Gop, and bore witneſs to by the ä 
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of inſpiration ? But wherefore did he foretel this by his pro- 


phets ? why is it atteſted by his apoſtles? to what end doth 
he cauſe it to ſtand upon record in the ſacred pages? Verily, 


that it might be the conſtant object of our faith, the daily 
glory of our hearts, and the continual triumph of our ſouls. 


Therefore we ſhould be concerned evermore to hold faſt this 


truth in our conſciences from day to day, againſt all that fin, 


the law, or ſatan can urge againſt us and lay to our charge. 


This ſhould be our employ even to the very end of our pilgri- 


mage-ſtate on earth, till we come to caſt our crowns before 


him in glory, who was once made” fin for us. Thus runs the 


ſacred declaration, For God hath made Cur1sT to be ſin 
& for us, who knew no ſin,” 2 Cor. v. 21. Every word in 
this divine ſentence is replete with conſolation, and demands 
our deepeſt attention. For, | 

1. Here is the Perſon made fin, 8 

2. By whom he was made fin, Go, 

3. For whom he was made fin, us. 

4. The HoLy Spixrr bears witneſs to this as the glorifier 
of Ixsus the Saviour, and as the comforter” of vow ſinners. 


And therefore, 


5. This myſtery of the faith is to 'be held bra in « 
conſcience, . 

O what conſolation is here held forth to faith, and enjoyed 
in the believing mind! that, 

I, CHRIST the holy and eternal Son of the holy and eter- 
nal Father was made fin. He who was © the brightneſs of 
his Father's glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon;“ 
he whoſe holy ſoul knew no ſin; he whoſe perfectly righteous 
life was unſpotted by the leaſt tranſgreſſion, yet he appeared 
in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh z- yea more, in that very body of 
fleſh was made ſm. The pondetous load of fin was laid upon 
him; an inſupportable weight of guilt was imputed ta him ; 
and iniquities innumerable were charged to his account; ſa 
that he was reckoned and accounted, not only as a ſinner, 
but even fin itſelf; a maſs of fin. Hence Luther was wont 

to 


Le! 
to ſay, that Jesvs was the greateſt ſinner. (that is, by im- 
< putation) that ever lived,” ; . he was made 4 ſacrifice 
for fn. 

This implies and includes al that it is poſſible to conceive 
of the nature of ſin, the evil of fin, the curſe of the law, the 

wrath of Gop denounced againſt ſin : For all this CHRIST 
was made to bear, to feel and to ſuffer. ' There is not any 
thing in fin, but what the Son of Gon was made to 
be. Is fin a tranſgreſſion of the law? ChRISH was reputed 
and treated as a tranſgreſſor; he was numbered with the 
c tranſgreſſors, Mark xv. 28. Is the curſe of God in his 
. holy law denounced againft fin ? ©* ChyrisT was made a 
„ curſe,” Gal. iii. 13. In' ſhort, had ſin rendered us ſo 
odious and abominable to the Loxp, as to be of no 
account in his fight? * IEsus made himſelf of no repu- 
< tation,” Phil. ii. 17. Such was his love, great and un- 
paralleled to ſinners, that he moſt willingly agreed, and moſt 
chearfully ſuffered himſelf to be made ſin; to have fin laid 
upon him, and imputed to him, that he might bear all the 
evil of ſin, ſuffer all the curſes of the law denounced againſt 
fin, and the wrath of Gop which is due unto fin. For 
& he bore our ſins in his own body upon the tree,” 1 Pet. ii. 24. 


O may our believing minds be ever exerciſed upon this 


, myſtery of love, this myſtery of faith, the Son of Gop made 
fin ! But, 


2. It was the proper act and peculiar deed of Gop the Father $ 


to make his holy and beloved Son to be ſin. Gop made 
« CHRIST to be fin.” All the acts of JeHovan are founded 


in righteouſneſs, are according to his ſovereign will, and are 
eternal} and irreverſible to his own glory. In this at G 
advances and glorifies his grace and love to ſinners, while he 
maintains the honour of his laws, and receives full ſatisfaction ; 


to his juſtice by the Son of his love. 


As fin is a tranſgreſſion of Gop's holy law, and an | 


effence againſt himſelf, he only has a eB right to con- 
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ſtitute and appoint ſuch a ſacrifice for ſin, as could fully 
atone for its guilt, and perfectiy fatisfy his juſtice. 
The eternal Son of his love was fixed upon in the 
everlaſting covenant, as the only proper and capable 
perſon for this work; for he knew no fin, Though 
CarisT ſtood up and engaged in the eternal council, to 
be the covenant-head and ſurety of all the objects of his 
Father's love ; though he willingly offered himſelf to become 
man and take all their fins upon him, and in the fulneſs of 
time to make an offering and an atonement for them ; yet it 
is not ſaid he made himſelf ſin, but Gon made CHRIST 
to be ſin. He was appointed and anointed to this office, to 
be a ſin- bearing and ſin-atoning ſacrifice ; and therefore faith 
the prophet, the LokD hath laid upon him the iniquity of 
us all,” a. liii. 6. The Loxp laid iniquity to his charge, 
imputed tranſgreſſion to him, and cauſed fin to meet upon him, 
as it is rendered in the margin; © the Lorp hath made to 
meet upon him the iniquity of us all,” © As in the laſt great 
« day, the LokD will ſend his angels to gather together 
66 all his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven 
<« to the other.” Matt. xxiv. 31. So in the great day of 
atonement, their fins are repreſented as coming from all 
quarters, eaſt, weſt, north and ſouth, and as meeting in and 
upon CHRIST, and as being collected together and making 
ene burden, and therefore called in the ſingular number, 
iniquity; and which was laid upon him by Jexovan his 
righteous Father, 

Therefore as the Lox laid iniquity upon ChHRisr, ſo it is 
ſaid, © It pleaſed the Lox D to bruiſe him, and to put him 
< to grief, when he made his ſoul an offering for fin,” or 
conſtituted his ſoul guilt ; Ja. liii. 10. For upon him divine 
Juſtice viſited the fins of his elect; and received a full, perfect. 
and ſufficient ſacrifice, oblation and ſatisfaction for all their 
iniquities. So that there is not one ſingle fin that any believer 
ever hath committed from the beginning of time, nor ever 


hall commit to the end of time, but what was laid upon 


B CHRIST 
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CHRIST by Gop the Father, and was fully atoned for by 
his blood-ſheding; inſomuch that the holy law of Gop 
being fully ſatisfied, the ſtrict juſtice of Gop hath 
nothing to charge upon, nor is the eternal wrath of Gop 
againſt his elect believers in his Son upon the account of 
ſin, No; he is fully reconciled to them, at perfect peace 
with them, and hath declared to each and every one of them, 
& your-ſins and your iniquities I will remember no mote.” 
As Gop doth remember, that all their ſins were paſſed 
from them, when he laid them upon the Son of his love, 
and placed them to his account, and that in the great day 
of atonement, he received full ſatisfaction for them; therefore 
Gop remembers ſin no more againſt them to their condem- 
nation, He will never charge iniquity to their account, nor 
ſhall their tranſgreſſions ever be brought into judgment 
againſt their ſouls, for that word ſhall be fulfilled upon them, 
« Thus ſaith the Loxp, the iniquity of J/rael ſhall be ſought 
&« for, and there ſhall be none; and the ſins of Judah, and 
© they ſhall not be found, for I will pardon them whom 1 
& reſerve,” Jer. I. 20. As no in is imputed to them, all fin is 
removed from them, as far as the eaſt is from the weſt ; they 
are covered out of Gop's ſight, caſt behind the Loxp's back 
into the depths of the ſea, and are buried in everlaſting obli- 
vion and perpetual obſcurity. For, 
Thirdly, Gop made CHRIST to be ſin for Us, for us ſinners, 
But here I am ſtopped ; an objection is ſtarted, a remon- 
ſtrance demands audience: a ſpeech is urged which requires a 
reply; © Is it ſo that Gop ſees no fin in his people for which 
© he will eternally deſtroy them ? doth he not remember ini- 
* quity againſt them ſo as to caſt them out of his favour ? 
will he never damn them for their tranſgreſſions? ? O pleaſ- 
ing doctrine! come on then, let us continue in fin, and 
c take our, fill of iniquity, ſince grace thus abounds.” Who 
art thou that uſeth this language? Verily thy ſpeech betray- 
eth thee: it is ſome of the ſmoke that aſcendeth from the 
bottomleſs pit ; it comes from a mind ignorant of the grace 
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of God, and that is at enmity againſt the truth of Gop : 
Thy conſcience is defiled by fin, thou art an utter ſtranger 
to the myſtery of faith; and love, the ſweet, the powerful, the 
conſtraining love of a redeeming Gop hath never reached 
thine heart, for if it had thy language would be changed to 
this, Come on then, let us ſolace our ſouls with the everlaſting 
© love of Gop, let us delight in contemplating the wonders 
© of his free grace, and the perſection of IEsus' atonement, 
© that ſo our ſouls may more and more perfectly hate all fin, 
© abhor all iniquity, turn from every tranſgreſſion, and delight 
© to devote our whole ſpirit, ſoul and body, in love and holi- 
© neſs to him, who hath ſo loved and ſo ſaved us.“ Yes, it is 
the joy of our faith to know that Gon hath ſaved us in his 
Son from our fins with an everlaſting love, and by an ever- 
* 3 laſting ſalvation, Therefore ſuch is the language, and ſuch 


t > the conduct of believing loving ſouls. But I proceed, par- 
ly don this digreffion, which I pray Gop may have its uſe. 

t Was CHRIS made. fin by Gop for us? Here we are called 
d upon to behold both the goodneſs and ſeverity of Gop: on 
1 'F CuntsT who was made ſin, ſeverity; but towards us ſinners, 


4 goodneſs; on CHRIS r rigorous juſtice was exerciled, but towards 
* us free grace and rich mercy. O the unſpeakable ſweetneſs of 
K theſe words, for us: for us men and not for angels; for us 
1 fallen men, but not for the fallen angels: for us, © who 

s were by nature children of wrath, even as others,” and 
8. Were dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, but are quickened to know 
— and believe the ſaving love of JEsus. For us, who were 
a = naturally apoſtates from Gop, and whoſe carnal minds were 
h at enmity againſt his law, and not ſubject to his will. For 
wy us, who have loſt his image of holineſs, who were naturally 
tk deſtitute of righteouſneſs, and full of ſin; who did not love to 
(- retain the knowledge of Gop in our thoughts; were without 
. the fear of Gop before our eyes, and the love of Gon in our 
N 


bearts; yet for us who naturally are nothing but ſinners, wha 
bn ſtill are found ſinners, and ever ſhall continue to be ſinners, 


ill ve have put off this body of fin and death, was the Son 
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of Gon made fin. Yea, © we know he was manifeſted to 
take away our fins,” 1 John iii. 5. And this he hath 
perfectiy and for ever done from the ſight of Gop, © for by 
one ſacrifice of himſelf he hath put away fin from before 
„ the Lokp,“ Heb. ix. 26. and by one offering he hath 
e perfected for ever them who were ſanctified, Heb. x. 14. 
that is, all thoſe who were ſet apart by Gop the Father from 
all eternity to be ſanctified by his SeirIT in time through 
faith which is in CHRISH JEsUs; fo that in confidence of 
heart, and joy of ſoul, each and every believer in Jesus may 
ſay, Gop made CHRIST to be fin for ME. The Lord hath 
laid upon CHRIST all my iniquities. CHRIST hath taken 
away all my fins. The Lok p doth no more remember tranſ- 
greſſions againſt ME. CHRIST hath perfectly freed ME from 
the wages of fin; for he hath loved ME, and hath given 
himſelf for me. I even I have redemption in his blood, the 
forgiveneſs of all my fins. Thus bleſſed, inexpreſſibly bleſſed 
is the man unto whom the Loxp doth not impute fin; but 
whoſe ſins he hath imputed to and laid upon his dear Son, 
our loving, fin-bearing, ſin- atoning facrifice, Thus, my 
dear friend, we build our faith upon the ſure teſtimony of 
divine truths, Which, 

Fourthly, The Divine Sp1R1T bearsteſtimony to. Suffer me to 
drop this neceſſary ſuggeſtion, that as it is the nature of true 
faith to receive the record which Gon hath given of his Son; 
ſo it is conſolation to the heart and conſcience, by faith to 
take to. one's ſelf, apply to one's own mind, and appropriate 
to one's own conſcience the bleſſed truths which the HoLy 
SPIRIT hath revealed in the word, of Jesvs and his ſalvation 
for us ; hence our doubts and fears are ſcattered, and we are 
filled with joy and peace in believing. To this end the 
bleſſed SpirIT is emphatically ſtiled the COMFORTER, be- 
cauſe his peculiar office in the covenant is to bear witneſs to 
Jesus, to glorify Je$Us, as having “ finiſhed fin, and 
« made an end of tranſgreſſion for us, and to take of the 
« things of Jesvs and to ſhew them to us.” that The Lorp 

hath. 
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hath laid our iniquity upon him; this he ſpake by the mouth 
of his holy prophets. © That Gop made CarisT to be fin 
dc for us,” this he inſpired the glorious company of the 
apoſtles to bear witneſs to. That CHRIS himſelf bore our 
& fins in his own body upon the tree,” this he cauſes to ſtand 
upon record in the ſacred pages. And not only fo, but he 
brings theſe glorious truths into our hearts, preſents them in 
all their excellency and ſuitableneſs to our minds; works 
faith in us to believe them, and inwardly bears witneſs to 
them, and ſo brings peace of conſcience and joy of heart by 
them. Thus he glorifies the Son's everla/ting ſalvation for us, 
as the reſult of the Father's everlaſting love to us, and brings 
into our minds * everlaſting conſolation and good hope 
ce thro' grace.” So he bears witneſs to JEsUs in the word, 
and in our hearts through faith. So he is the Comforter to 
our minds, and refreſhes our hearts and conſciences with 
ſweet peace and heavenly joy, Say now, my dear friend, 
how are you and I, as partakers of the precious faith of Gop's 
ele, to act our parts, but by exerciſing our minds upon, 
and holding faſt in our conſciences this myſtery of the faith, 
as atteſted and borne witneſs to by the HoLy SpIRTIT of 
truth ? Is not this agreeable to our high calling ? Is not this 
to maintain our exalted privilege ? and in this way, may we 
not look for and expect all the needful aids and refreſhing 
influences of the HoLy SPIRIT the Comforter ? Therefore 


conſider, 
Fifthly, The abſolute neceſſity, and the vaſt importance of 


our being daily concerned to hold the myſtery of this faith 
in a pure conſcience. We are active beings, the mind is 


- continually exerciſing itſelf upon ſome object. O may we 


daily ſtudy to make this more and more the delightful ſubject 
of our contemplation, that ChRISH was made fin for us! May 
we daily ſtrive to hold faſt, maintain and plead in our con- 
ſciences, in ſpite of all gainſaying and oppoſition to it, that his 
precious blood hath made a full atonement for all our fins ! 
for hereby our hearts will be eſtabliſhed in the everlaſting 

love 
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love of Gop the Father: we ſhall grow ſtrong in the grace 
which is in CHRIST JEsUs, and enjoy more of the ever- 
laſting conſolation of Gop the HoLy GnosT; and hence 
doubts and fears, jealouſies and ſuſpicions will be driven from 
our minds and conſciences. ; 

Now if any thing is put into our poſſeſſion, and we are 
called upon to hold it faſt, it implies that it is of value and 
. importance to us, and alſo that there is danger of letting it 
go, or of its being taken from us by the force and fraud of 
others. Say, my dear friend, is there any thing to be put in 
competition with the ſenſe of the love of Gop in our hearts, 
and the peace of IEsus brought into our conſciences through 
the communion of the HoLy SeiriT ? O then let us prize 
this above all other enjoyments, and ftrive to maintain and 
hold faſt the myſtery of the faith of what Caxrisr was made 
for us, and what he is to us ! 

Do we find and feel daily that we are till poor ſinners in 
ourſelves ; that in many things we offend, that there is not a 
work which we do, nor a duty we perform, but what comes 
ſhort of the perfection required, and what we aim to be and 
todo? What then? muſt we indulge deſponding gloom, and 
give way to dejecting doubts and diſtrefling fears? No; 
here is work for faith. Hath the grace of Gon in CHRIST 
Jz$vs to us ſuperabounded over fin in us? fo faith, which has 
reſpect unto that grace, is to enable us to triumph over all 
our fight and ſenſe and feeling of fin in ourſelves, 
Still let us plead in our conſciences that CHRISH was made 
fin for us. Yea the very fins and imperfections which 
we are ſenſible of and grone under, were all borne by our 
dear LorD in his own body upon the tree. And hence 
we may, we ought, yea, we act like ourſelves, as believers of 
the truth as in JEsUs, when we do take up that triumphing 
challenge, Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's 
c elet?” Will Gor? No; it is he who juſtifieth. Shall 
ſatan ? Yes, he will, for he is the enemy of our peace, and 


the accuſer of our ſouls before Gop and to ourſelves. But 
he 


_— 
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he is a liar from the beginning. Shall we then let go our 
confidence of faith in the truth, to liſten to his lying ac- 
culations againſt Gop's rich love, in fully juſtifying of us 
from our ſins; CHRIST's precious grace in making a full 
atonement for our ſins; and the SeIRIT's teſtimony of the 
perfect redemption in his blood, even the forgiveneſs of 
our fins ? 

O this is to diſhonour the love,. the grace, and the truth 
of the holy bleſſed and glorious Trinity. This is to depre- 
ciate the perfect work, full atonement and finiſhed ſalvation 
of our Saviour. This is to grieve the HoLy SPIRIT who 
bears witneſs of JEsus, and by whom we are ſealed as his 
redeemed ones © unto the day of eternal redemption.” 

Shall the /aww lay any thing to our charge? It will. But 
« we are not under the law, but under grace,” Rom. vi. 14. 
« The law of the SPirIT of life in CHRISH JEsus, hath 
cc made us free from the law of fin and death,” Rom. viii. 2. 
As we do not fly to the law for righteouſneſs, ſo we have a 
refuge to fly to from the fins it lays to our charge, and from 
the curſe and condemnation it brings againſt us. When it 
doth lay fin to our charge we muſt own it to be true: but 
we have ever a plea in our conſciences, while we hold faſt 
the myſtery of the faith. It is true, the law faith, ** Curſed 
eis every one who continueth not in all things, which are 


written in the book of the law to do them, Gal. 


iti. 10, But ſhall we yield our conſciences to its charges 
and its curſes, when the myſtery of the faith aſſures us, 
* CHRIST hath delivered us from the curſe of the law, being 
% made a curſe for us?“ Gal. iii. 13. No; “ but the juſt 


* ſhall live by his faith,” iii. 11. Live upon his law-fulfilling, 


curſe-ſuſtaining, ſin-atoning Head, CHR ISH: live above legal 
fears and legal terrors, by holding faſt the myſtery of the 
faith in his conſcience; fo that the law ſhall not diſtreſs his 
mind with its curſes, diſturb his peace with its charges, nor 
deſtroy his comfort with its threatnings, 

But, 
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But, methinks you are ready to urge, My luſts and cor- 
© ruptions are ſo many and ſo powerful, and I find ſo much 
© fin and evil in my nature, and therefore am often prone 
© to indulge fears, and am beſet with doubts; and ſurely 
© if my own conſcience condemns me, then - I have no 
© remedy but muſt be a hopeleſs ſinner.” No; by no 
means, Gop forbid : it is becauſe you do not hold the 
myſtery of the faith in a pure conſcience, that fin is ſuffered 
at any time to accuſe, defile and condemn you. But till 
there is a moſt bleſſed remedy, the precious © blood of Jesvus 
„CHRIS cleanſeth frem ALL fin, it ſprinkleth the heart from 
« an evil or guilty conſcience,” Heb. x. 22. Therefore 
© holding faith and a good conſcience,” the SpirIT of in- 
ſpiration hath coupled together, 1 Tim. i. 19. A good con- 
ſcience purged from fin, freed from guilt, and delivered from 
condemnation, is only obtained by faith in the blood of 
Jesus; and maintained by holding the myſtery of the faith 
in it: Thus only it is made and kept pure, both from 
the defiling nature and condemning power of ſin. 

Wha is be that condemneth? Do you reply, A fight and ſenſe 
of ſin doth? Is fin got into the conſcience ?. Doth it lie 
upon the conſcience ? Hath it brought a conſciouſneſs of 
guilt into the mind? Is it not becauſe you have been off your 
guard? You have not kept up your watch, kept your beſt 
friend in view, and kept your worſt enemy out. You have 
ſuffered it to enter, becauſe you have not been «exerciſing 
«« yourſelf unto godlineſs,” in holding faſt the myſtery of the 
faith againſt its firſt approach. Hence are you in ſor- 
row of mind and diſtreſs of ſoul? Do you cry out, My 
doubts ariſe—my fears prevail—my hopes fail—my ſpirits 
fink—my duties cannot relieve mg—T can draw no comfort 
from myſelf, from what I am in myſelf, or from what I can 
do for myſelf? O whither muſt I flee ? From whom muſt I 
ſeek ſuccour ? What muſt I do? Do! obey our Lord's lov- 
ing invitation to weary heavy laden ſinners; CoME unT0 


ME, and wait for the fulfilment of his precious promiſe, 
: I wiLL 
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I WII L GlvE YOU REST. Rely on the faithfulneſs of his 
word, Ye SHALL find reſt unto your ſouls,” Matt. xi. 
28, 29. And thus reaſons the apoſtle, We are made par- 
« takers of CHRIST if we hold faſt (againſt all aſſaults and op- 
ce poſitions) the beginning of our confidence ſtedfaſt unto the 
« end,” Heb. ili. 14. 

Now here is che touchſtone of the truth of your faith in 
Jesus, and the fincerity of your heart towards him. To 
whom do you look for redreſs ? upon whom does your heart 
fix for hope and help? if you have caſt anchor within the 
vail, you will be exerciſing. your mind in this way, even 
looking off and away from &yery other object that may 
be ſeen, to an unſeen JesUs; that by the myſtery of faith 
in his glorious ſacrifice and all-atoning blood, the myſtery 
of iniquity may be expelled from your heart and conſcience, 
If fin is brought againſt you and laid to your charge by your 
ſpiritual enemy ſatan, this is the only way to defeat his ſtrata- 
gems, to withſtand his accuſations, and to overcome him, 
by pleading the blood of the Lam, This is to reſiſt 
ſatan ſtedfaſtly in the faith, ſo he-ſhall not be able to ſtand 
againſt you, or gain advantage over you: yea thus you will 
gain advantage, from his attack, as it drives you nearer to 
Jesus, makes fin more hateful iti your ſight and CurIsT 
more precious to your ſoul, Then you will alſo glorify him, 
for he ever ſuſtains that bleſſed character, of; The Lamb of 
« Gop who taketh away the fin of the world.“ Therefore 
as 2 poor ſinner, thou art to behold him, as having ſhed 
his blood to atone for ſin, and as ever living to take away 
the guilt of ſin, even now, every moment, at any time, at 
all times from the heart and conſcience; and to give his 
promiſed reſt, eaſe and refreſhment to all weary and heavy 
laden ſouls, who come unto him“ for he ever lives to ſave 
them unto the very utermoſt, from all that is in fin, from 
the guilt of ſin; from the curſe of ſin, from the power of 
ſin, yea from the very being of ſin. 

Doth the ſenſe of ſin ariſe in your minds from the convinc- 
ing power of the HoLy SetxiT? To what end doth he 
Cc convince 
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convince of ſin? isit only to fill the mind with depreſſing doubts 
and diſtreſſing fears? Nay, but this is contrary to the nature 
of his office, for he is THE CoMFoRTER. He is not © the 
„ SpIRIT of bondage to fear; but the SeiRiT of adoption 
<« whereby we cry, Abba Father,” Rom. viii. 15. Therefore 
in his conviction of ſin, he cannot act contrary to the nature 
of his office, Say, that as the Se1rIT of truth, he doth 
cauſe you to ſee, know and feel the truth of yourſelf, and 
makes you ſenſible that you are a ſinner, a ſinner in all 
that you are and do. What then? Is this to raife your 
doubts of the ſalvation of JEsus? to heighten your fears 
about the love of Gop ? to beget jealouſies and ſurmiſes in 
your mind of the truths of the everlaſting goſpel of the grace 
of Gop ? or to weaken your confidence in IEsus, and to 
deject your hope of ſalvation through him? No; far from it. 
All this is the work of another ſpirit, not the SpIRIT of 
truth, not the Glorifier of JesUs, not the Comforter of his 
believing members. See then, this peculiar end of the SPIRIT 
of JEsus in convincing you of ſin: it is to exalt JIEsus alone 
in your heart, to lay you low in your own eyes, and to cut 
off all felf-righteous hopes and pleas: it is to make fin 
bitter to your taſte, as being exceeding ſinful, and to make 
CHRIST more exceeding precious to your ſoul, as the only 
infinitely glorious and everlaſtingly loving Saviour, who was 
once “ made fin for us; and ever continues to be ſalvation to 
us. That ſowe may go to him, who is exalted to be a prince 


and a Saviour, to give repentance for ſin and forgiveneſs of 1 


* {in,” Ads v. 31. therefore your diſtreſſes, doubts, fears and | 
perplexities on the account of ſin ariſe from another quarter; 


even from the working of your own legal ſpirit, aided and urged 


on by the ſpirit of antichriſt, who ever oppoſeth the truth ? 
as it is in JEsUs, and aims to eclipſe the glory of the work 
and ſalvation of JEsus from your view. So he aims to 
keep you in flaviſh doubts and in bondage to fears, that you 3 
may not delight yourſelf in the Logp, © But being delivered 
cout of the hands of your enemies, you are called to ſerve * 
66 him 2 


1 90 ; 
& him in love, without fear, in holineſs and righteouſneſs be- 
& fore him all the days of your life,” Luke i. 74, 7;. 

Therefore ever remember, that while you are enabled to 
hold the myſtery of the faith in a pure conſcience, you 
honour the LorD's truth; you glorify the Lond CHRIST; 
you magnify his one atonement which he offered for fin, 
you exalt him as your Saviour againſt all his enemies and 
yours, you are obeying the voice- of his SPIRIT, and you are 
maintaining a bleſſed. evidence that you belong to the 
houſhold of faithj; © for of the houſe of CHRIST are we,” (by 
this it appears, and is made manifeſt) „ if we hold faſt the 
5 confidence of the rejoicing of hope firm unto the end,“ 
Heb. iii. 6. Ever remember this important truth, ever be 
concerned to live under its fin-ſubduing, ſoul-cleanſing, 
heart- comforting influence: © If any man fin,” let not doubts 
prevail againſt faith, nor fears ideje&t our hope, © for we 
© have an advocate with the Father, JEsus CaRisT the 
& righteous, and he is the propitiation for our ſins,” 1 John 
ii. 1, 2, For Gop made CHRI1sT to be fin for us, who 
knew no fin.” The bleſſed and glorious end of this is, that 
we who do know fin, in its curſed, evil and defiling nature, 
nevertheleſs, ©* might be made THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF 
« God in CarisT,” The conſideration of this comfortable, 
evangelical truth, (if the Lorp pleaſe) ſhall be the ſubject 
of my next addreſs, 

As to what I have now laid before you, remember, tho' 
an heavenly inſpired ** Paul may plant, and a divinely inſtructed 
4 Apollas may water, yet it is Gop only who giveth the in- 
5 creaſe.” Therefore may your eyes and heart, with mir.., 
be up unto the Divine Sy1R1T, that he may, with unction 
and power, ſet home and apply what is here laid before you, 
agreeable to his will, to the glory of Gop, and the comfort 
and joy of your heart, and to the eſtabliſhing of it in the 
faith of him, who was MADE sIx For us. So prays, 


Yours moſt affectionately, 


September 13, 1768. W. M. 
C 2 LETTER 
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. TEN I. 


GOD bath made CHRIST to be RIGHTEOUSNESS 10 us, 
1 Cor. 1. 30. | 


I herefore comfort one another with theſe words. 1 Theſſ. iv. 18. 


My dear FRIEND, 
S it is effential to the very being of a chriſtian, to be- 
lieve divine truths, in oppoſition to all natural objec- 
tions and carnal reaſonings againſt them: ſo it is eſſential to 
the comfort of a chriſtian, to hold faſt the myſteries of the 
faith in a pure conſcience, notwithſtanding they are oppoſed 
by his natural views, ſenſe and feeling. In my laſt epiſtle, 
I chiefly dwelt upon this myſtery of the faith, CHRIST 
< made fin Fox us; and that this is to be held, maintained, 
and pleaded in the conſcience as the only antidote againſt 
doubts and fears, which naturally ariſe in our minds upon 
eur finding and feeling fin in us. 

Another cauſe of diſtreſſing fears and dejecting doubts, is, 
that we perceive that we are deſtitute of a righteouſneſs in 
ourſelves. For thus teſtifies the word, and this enlightned 
ſouls find true in experience, © There is none of all the ſons 
c of men upon earth righteous, no not one,” Rom. iii. 10. No, 
not even of any one of the regenerated, ſanctified ſons of ly 
can it be ſaid, that he is righteous in himſelf ; or that he has a per- 
fe, ſpotleſs righteouſneſs of his own, which he hath wrought 
out in obedience and conformity to the holy law of Gop. And 
nothing ſhort of this'can intitle any perſon to. the character 
of being righteous in himſelf, and of being poſſeſſed of 
a righteouſneſs of his-own. But I know you ate not fo loſt 
to a true fight of yourſelf, are not ſo ignorant of the purity 
and ſpirituality of the righteous law of God, as to be deceived 


into a vain, deluded notion of perfection, or, that you are in 
yourſelf 


| 1 him, and made righteous in his ſight. 
ol faith; the eye of natural reaſon can ſce nothing of this, 
» carnal ſenſe cannot comprehend it; nor can it enter into the 


unregenerate heart of man to conceive at all of it, 
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yourſelf in all things what the perfect law of Gop requires 
you to be and to do. For if you thus thought of yourſelf, 
you would be in notion got above the goſpel of thegrace of Go, 
which is only good news to thoſe who find and feel their vile- 
neſs, wretchedneſs and poverty: you would have no need of 
embracing that faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, 


„ CRRSIT JxEsus came into the world to fave ſinners;“ 


and fo far from ſubſcribing with St. Paul, of whom I am 
c chief,” that you would think yourſelf not of that number 
or character. But a ſinner righteous in himſelf, a ſinleſs 
ſinner is a contradiction in terms; not leſs abſurd, than to 
talk of a dark ſun; or a ſpotted leopard without a ſpot; or 
a black Ethiopian with a white ſkin. But I well know that 
you have not ſo learned to think of yourſelf, ſo to deceive 


h your own ſoul, as to fay, I have no fin; I am righteous in 


myſelf. No; you are rather diſtreſſed and groan, being bur- 


dened with a body of ſin and death, and therefore dare not, 
3 Phariſee like, truſt in yourſelf that you are righteous. You 
are exerciſed with doubts and fears, leſt you ſhould be found 
 Z ſuch before -Gop, as you appear to be in your own eyes, 


without a righteouſneſs to recommend you to his favour, 


4 juſtify you in his ſight, and intitle you to his kingdom, 


Well, but the Loxp in his word ſpeaks of us and to us, 


2 * what we are in ourſelves, unrighteous and ſinners: and 


as free from ſin before 
Here is the myſtery 


yet he alſo ſpeaks of us and to us, as 


But this is a divine truth, and is received into the heart 


ö 1 and conſcience by a divine faith, and is there to be held and 


maintained as a divine myſtery. In this our hopes center; 
q from this our peace ſprings; by this our joy is created ; 


and in the belief of this our love to Gop, delight in him, 
Þ boldneſs of atceſs to him, and certainty of acceptance with 
vn is maintained and promoted in our ſouls from day to 
day, 
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day. For thus runs the divine teſtimony concerning us, 
„ GoD hath made ChRIS＋ to be ſin for u, who knew no 
< ſin, that we (who are in ourſelves deſtitute of righteouſ- 
© neſs) might be made the righteouſneſs of Gop IN 
„CHRIST,“ 2 Cor. v. 21. By his precious blood we 
have pardon of fin, and in his perfect righteouſneſs the juſ- 
tification of our perſons. Now as thou receiveſt this divine 
teſtimony, that we who are ſinners in ourſelves, tranſgreſſors 
againſt the righteous law of Gop; yet nevertheleſs that Gop 
hath made us righteous, by imputing the righteouſneſs of 


his beloved Son to us, whereby we ftand, in the ſight of 
God, perfectly righteous and fully juſtified, thus doſt thou 
honour the divine word of Gop the SpiRIT: Thus thou wilt 4 


aſcribe the glory to Gop the Father for juſtifying us in the 


righteouſneſs of his Son; while IEsus the Son of Gop will 1 


de exalted in thine heart, as the Lokp thy righteouſ- 


4 neſs IN whom thou art juſtified, and of whom thou wilt 
« eyer glory.” And in this believing way thou mayeſt be ſure 
to find thy doubts ſcattered, thy fears vaniſh, thy conſcience ,* 


ſatisfied, thy mind comforted, and thy heart eſtabliſhed, 


Thus mayeſt thou be confident of acceſs in drawing nigh to : 
Gop, before his throne of grace upon earth, and of aſſurance 


that thy ſoul ſhall ſtand with boldneſs before his throne of 


judgment above. 
This, this is the one and only way in which Gop makes 


ſinners righteous. Thoſe who believe it enjoy the comfort of- 


it, and give Gop the glory of it; while thoſe who reject the 
divine teſtimony of the righteouſneſs of CxRrisT received by 


faith, will take other methods to make themſelves righteous, 4 
« for being ignorant of Gop's righteouſneſs, they wil! 


„go about (in the various ways of man's deviſing, and 


* man's approving) to eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs,” 
becauſe nature is ſtrong in them, and is therefore too wiſe, 
too righteous, and too proud © to ſubmit unto the righteouſ- 2 | 


&.neſs of Gop, the righteouſneſs of God's appointing, work- 


ing out, approving, imputing and accepting, Rom. x. 13. For 
| | „ CHRISP 
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« CHRIST is the end of the law for righteouſneſs to ev 
« one who believeth,” 4. and © the righteouſneſs of Gon 
de which is by faith of JzsUs CurtsT, is unto all and upon 
cc all them who believe,” Rom. iii. 22. This is the myſtery 
of the faith which is ever to be held in a pure conſcience, and 


is ever to be oppoſed to the carnal reaſon of man, the ſpi- 
” ritual ſuggeſtions of ſatan, and to our own natural ſenſe, 
feelings, and apprehenſions to the contrary, | 


For the eſtabliſhing of our faith, comforting our minds, 
and encouraging our hearts againſt every dejecting doubt 
and diftrefling fear which may aſſault us, let us conſider, 

Firſi, That it is the myſtery of our moſt holy faith, that 
CrRr1sT who was made fin for us, is alſo righteouſneſs to us. 

Secondly, The effects which this faith will produce in us, 
both with reſpect to Gop and our own ſouls. And therefore, 

Thirdly, This myſtery of faith is ever to be held in a pure 
conſcience. 

Firſt, It is a bleſſed . of our moſt holy faith, that 
CHRIsT who was made fin for us, is alſo righteouſneſs 10 us. 
This is a myſtery, and ever will appear ſo to our carnal rea- 


"Z fon and natural apprehenſion of things; but it is a divine 


igh to 
8 


urancde 


truth; it is clearly taught and plainly revealed, and therefore 
is a ſuitable and proper object of our faith. In this conſiſts 
an eſſential difference, between the men of this world, and 
the children of Gop by faith in CHRISH JESsus. The 
former judge and determine according to their natural no- 


tions, carnal reaſon and ſenſual view of things, and therefore 


what they cannot underſtand, explain and reconcile in this 
way, they reject and oppoſe as myſterious, ridiculous and ab- 
ſurd. That ſinful man ſhould be made righteous by the 
righteouſneſs of another; this is one of the things of the 
„ SPIRIT of Gop, which the natural man receiveth not, 
* neither can he know it, (for this plain reaſon) becauſe it 
<< is ſpiritually diſcerned,” 1 Cor. ii. 14. but the children of 
Gop by faith, © have received not the ſpirit of the world, 


but the Se1RIT which is of Gop, that we might know 


40 the 
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ce the things which are freely given us of God,“ Ter. 243. 
Therefore we know this bleſſed, truth by revelation, we have 
received it into our hearts by faith, and we experience it to 
be the glory of our ſouls, and the rejoicing of our ſpirits. 

For our furtherance and joy of faith, let us hear the 
divine teſtimony of Gop bearing witneſs in his word by 
his holy prophets and apoſtles; and alſo the teſtimony of the 

ſaints in all ages, that CHRISNH is made righteouſneſs to us. 
Hence every believer in the Son of Gop appears ſo gloriouſly 
 arayed, and ſo perfectly righteous in the fight of Gop, that he 
views them with complacency and delight. As he ſees no faults, 
no blemiſhes, no imperfections in the righteouſneſs of his Son, 
ſo as the Lok views them in this righteouſneſs, he pronoun» 
ces of each of them; © Behold, thou art fair, my love, thou 
art all fair, thou art altogether comely, there is no ſpot 
jn thee,” Cant. iv.1,7. O how muſt the belief of this revive 
the ſenſible ſinner's heart, give joy to his ſoul, and triumph 
to his ſpirit! for this is not the imaginary flight of fancy, 
but the real ſcripture-knowledge, folid experience and united 
teſtimony of the Loxp's righteous ones. 

Thus it is teſtified by the Se1R1T of Inſpiration concerning 
Abraham, that © he received the ſign of circumciſion, a ſeal of 
« the righteouſneſs of ſaith, that he might be the father of 
s all them who believe, that righteouſneſs might be imputed 
* to them alſo,” Rom. iv. 11. What righteouſneſs but the 
one everlaſting righteouſneſs of the Son of Gop? This is 
imputed to every believing ſon of man. And thus * are 
righteous in the ſight of Gon. 

Even as David, alſo, deſcribeth 1 bleſſedneſs of the 
man unto whom Gop imputeth righteouſneſs without works, 
Ram. iv. 6. he well knew that he was conceived in fin, and 
brought fort in iniquity. Hence he teſtifies of every ſon of 
fallen man, There is none that doeth good, no not one,” 
Pſalm xiv. 3. This an infalible expoſitor renders, © There 
&* is none righteous, no not one,” Rom. iii. 10. Therefore 
David intreats the LorD, Enter not into judgment with 
« thy ſervant, for in thy ſight ſhall no man living be juſtifi- 

ed.” 
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cc ed.“ O what an awful word is this! But does David 

therefore give up all hope, and give over all plea? O no: 
behold his firm hope, in the fervent addreſs of his believing 

heart: “Hear me, O Loxp -in thy faithfulneſs anſwer me, 

c and in thy righteouſneſs,” P/alm exliii. 1, 2. As if he had 

ſaid, Though, as a poor ſinner, all plea in and from myſelf 

is cut off; yet, glory to thy free grace, O Logo, I have thy 

© covenant faithfulneſs to plead, and thy covenant righteouſneſs 

© to truſt in, O my Saviour; for the ſake of thy faithful 
« promiſes hear me; and 1N the righteouſneſs of my Cove- 
© nant-Surety anſwer me.“ And hence, in a holy rapture of 
ſoul, he cries out, * My lips ſhall greatly rejoice when I ſing 
c of thee: (Who? even the Gop Redeemer of poor ſinners) 
« and my ſoul which thou haſt redeemed : My tongue alſo 
c ſhall talk of thy righteouſneſs all the day long,“ Pjalm 
Ixxi. 23. Whenever I think of righteouſneſs, thine, O ſoul- 
redeeming, finner-juſtifying Gop and Saviour, ſhall be 
uppermoſt in my heart and on my tongue. ] will go in the 
« {trength of the Logd Gop: I will make mention of thy 
* righteouſneſs, even of thine only,“ ver. 16. So I ſhall 
withſtand the aſſaults of ſatan, and anſwer every charge and 
condemnation of the law. Of this, thy glorious righteouſ- 
neſs, will I make mention only, before the throne, for acceſs 
to Gop, acceptance with God, and juſtification in the ſight 
of God: And this will I ever plead in my own conſcience 
for hope and peace. Thus David © believed with his heart 
© unto righteouſneſs, and with his mouth made confeſſion 
* unto ſalvation.” And thus ſpeaks the evangelical Jaiab, 
Surely, ſhall one ſay, (every one who bows the knee of 
his heart to Jesus, ſee Rom. xiv. 11.) In the Lord, JEnovan 
Jzsus, in him, and not in myſelf, have J righteouſneſs, or in 
him is all my righteouſneſs. And therefore in the ſame 
LorD, and in no other name, or by any other way, Hall all 
the ſeed of Iſrael be juſtified, and ſhall glory, Iſa. xlv. 24, 25. 
Art thou, O my friend, of this ſpiritual ſeed, even of faithful 
Abraham? Art thou alſo of the true circumciſion? Verily, this 
D is an 
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is an evidence of it, “ to rejoice in CHRIS IE Ss us, and to 
have no confidence in the fleſh,” Phil. iii. 3. For thou haſt 
one and the ſame righteouſneſs, as the object of thy faith, the 
hope of thy heart, and the glory of thy ſoul; and alſo one 
and the ſame Lord to rejoice in; of whom Feremiab teſtifies, 
This is his Name whereby he ſhal! be called, THñE LORD oUR 
* RIGHTEOUSNESS,” Jer. xxiii. 6. Moſt precious name to ſin- 
ners ears ! moſt precious righteouſneſs to believing hearts ! Who 
ſays, that our Jesvs ſhall be called by this name? even the Sp1RIT 
of truth : he declares, by the prophet, he ſhall be called what 
he really is, Our Righteouſneſs. See, then, the curſed nature of 
unhelief; it dares to give the lie to the SpiRI of truth; it 
works by pride, and cauſes poor ſinners to think they are 
righteous in themſelves, and to reject this dear Loxp, and 
his glorious righteouſneſs. See what glory faith gives to 
Go ! it rejoices in the truth, and truſts to what the SpIRIT 
teſtifies, that IEsus is our righteouſneſs. 

It is pleaſing to the eye, and joyful to the heart, to behold 
what ſpecial reſpect our pious tranſlators have ſhewed to this 
bleſſed name of our precious Immanuel. They have cauſed 
it to be printed in capitals, as though they ſhould ſay, We 
cannot make this truth too conſpicuous to the eye, too 
ſtriking to the mind and conſcience. As it richly deſerves, 
ſo we give it the largeſt letters; therefore take eſpecial notice, 
that the Loxp the SPIRIT hath eternally fixed this joyful appel- 
lation upon our Mediator, The LoRD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, 
Ever remember, O ye ſinners of mankind, our righteouſneſs 
to clothe us, to juſtify us in the fight of God, and to bring us 
peace of conſcience, is in JIEsus the Son of GoD: therefore 
behold this name, believe and rejoice. For as Daniel teſtifies, 
« Meffiah the Prince ſhall bring in an everlaſting righteouſ- 
cc neſs,” Dan. ix. 24. agreeable to the everlaſting deſigns of 
God's love to ſinners, and anſwerable to all the everlaſting 
purpoſes of his grace in making ſinners righteous in his fight. 

And thus our Lord aſſerts of all his believing members, 
« Their righteouſneſs is of me.” And therefore, (O bleſſed 

conſequence) 
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conſequence) © no weapon that is formed againſt them ſhall 
e proſper, and every tongue that ſhall riſe up againſt them 
e in judgment, thou ſhalt condemn,” Ila. liv. 17. So alſo 
Gop the Father bears witneſs to his righteous Son, © By his 
« knowledge ſhall my righteous ſervant juſtify many,” Ja. 
li. 11. And hence, in the belief of this, the church breaks 
forth with holy joy, in this triumphant ſong, © I will greatly 
e rejoice in the LoRD, my ſoul ſhall be joyful in my Gon.“ 
Why ſo? © For he hath clothed me;” even me, who am 
naked, ſtript of innocence, and deſtitute of righteouſneſs : 
& He hath clothed me with the garments of ſalvation, he 
& hath covered me with the robe of righteouſneſs.” And as 
though this was not enough to ſet forth the matchleſs love of 
her LoRD in thus clothing her, the church glories in being 
beautifully adorned alſo: Even as a bridegroom decketh 


b „ himſelf with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herſelf 
„with her jewels,” Ja. Ixi. 16, And the next verſe ſends 


us to nature to ſee how this is effected, For as the earth 


1 „ bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden cauſeth 


e the things that are in it to ſpring forth; ſo the LoRp 
% Gop will cauſe righteouſneſs and praiſe to ſpring forth 
<< before all nations.” As verily as the earth vegetates, and 


1 brings forth fruit for the uſe of man, ſo ſhall rightcouſneſs 
- > ſpring from Ixsus, that © Plant of renown,” to make ſinful 


man righteous, and praiſe ſhall ſpring forth to the glory of 
the grace of Gop from believing hearts. But as the earth 
could not vegetate without the power of the elements; ſo no 
righteouſneſs could ſpring up in the earth had it not come down 
from heaven. Therefore righteouſneſs to fallen finners, is 


in conſequence of that almighty Fiat: © Drop down Fe 


: *© heavens from above, and let the ſkies pour down righte- 
* « ouſneſs.” Lo, righteouſneſs deſcends from heaven in the 


= 


> perſon of Jesus CarisT the Righteous. For whoſe benefit 


; q is this? even for the earth, for the ſinſul ſons of earth, in 
2 whom no righteouſneſs is found, and from whom no righte- 


euſneſs could ſpring. Therefore © let the earth open and 


1 D 2 &« receive 
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& receive it; and let them, the ſinful ſons of men, bring 
forth ſalvation.” Being made righteous, ſalvation is ſure 
to them: © I the Loxp have created it,” Jia. xlv. 8. for my 
own glory, and my people's juſtification. And therefore © the 
* work of righteouſneſs,” the work of the righteous Mediator 
ſhall be peace to every believing ſoul ; © and the effects of his 
<« righteouſneſs ſhall be quietneſs and aſſurance for ever,” 
Jaa. xxxii. 17. to every heart that openeth to receive it. For 
by this everlaſting righteouſneſs of JEsUs, the kingdom of 
glory is opened to aer and in the poſſeſſion of this 
righteouſneſs by faith, a heaven of peace and joy is created in 
their conſciences. Well, therefore, might the converted, the 
inſpired, the holy apoſtle Paul, fo vehemently cry out, To 


« be found in CHRIST, not having on my own righteouſ- 


e neſs;” Not appearing in that ragged garb, but in CRISTr's 
glorious robe; diſcarding all truſt, hope and confidence in 
my own obedience to make me, a finner, righteous in the 
fight of Gop; this I count but loſs and dung, and all my 
truſt is in, and all my glory of, © the righteouſneſs of CHRIS 
« received by faith,” Phil. iii. 9. And this righteouſneſs is 
ſure to all the heirs of faith. Therefore we find the faithful in 
all ages making their boaſt of it, and rejoicing in it. 

Thus bleſſed Luther teſtifies, * CHRIST was clothed and 
© enwrapped in our ſins as he was enwrapped in our fleſh and 
© blood: So we, by the ſame almighty power of God's im- 
< putation, are clothed and enwrapped in CarisT's own 
© righteouſneſs, By God's imputation of CxRisT's righteouſ- 
© neſs to us, we are made, not imaginarily (as the Papiſis cavil ) 
© but really and truly righteous from all ſpot of fin in the ſight 
© of Gop freely; and fo really bleſſed, to a true and rea] 
© inheritance of everlaſting life, for CHRIST's true and ever- 
© laſting righteouſneſs.” Moſt glorious confeffion ! 

So faithful Calvin, on Fob xv. 15, 16. © All our filthineſs 
© being waſhed away by the blood of Gop's Son, and his 
« righteouineſs imputed to us, being thus clothed with his 

* garment, we are acceptable to our good Gop, Why? 

* becaule 
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ice. 
7 © CunrisT's righteouſneſs ſtandeth us in good ſtead, as though 
oe of ourſelves had fulfilled the Iaw to the uttermeft.” Sermons 
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© becauſe we have more than an angelical righteouſneſs.” 
And again, in his next ſermon, * We are as wretched and 
« miſerable ſinners as can be, and yet, notwithſtanding, 
© Gop makes us righteous after a mere excellent and precious 
© manner than the very angels; for CHRIST's righteouſneſs is 
© piven to us, which far ſurmounteth the rightcouſneſs of 


2; © angels. Moſt bleſſed teſtimony ! 


So Chryſs/tom, on Rom. ix. 30, 31. concludes thus: There 
© js no cauſe why thou ſhouldeſt fear as a tranſgreſſor of the 
© Jaw, if ſo be thou believeſt in CHRIST. Why? becauſe 
© thou haſt fulfilled this law, and haſt now received a far 
greater righteouſneſs.” Joyful truth! 

Hear biſhop Latimer: When we believe in Car1sT, he 
changeth with us, he taketh away our iins and our wretched- 
© neſs from us, and giveth unto us his holineſs, rightzouſneſs, 
« juſtice, fulfilling of the law, and ſo conſequently everlaſting 
So that we be like as if we had no fin at all; for 


on the Lord's-Prayer, new edition. Page 317. Moſt evan- 
gclical declaration! 

Thus biſhop Downham, in his treatiſe of juſt. fication aſſerts : 
The believer is clothed with the moſt glorious robe of 
Ixsus' righteouſneſs; ſo appearing before Gop, is both 
* clean from all fin, and endued with a perſect righteouſ- 


= © neſs, he is juſtified, reconciled, and eternally ſaved.” And 


again, in his chriſtian warfare he ſays, © The bright ſhining 
* Sun of righteouſneſs hath made us ſo perfectly righteous, 


* that in him we alſo ſhine gloriouſiy in the ſight of Gop,” 
Glorious news for ſin-burdened conſciences | | 


Once more. Biſhop Reynolds, on the life of Curx1sT, de- 
clares: *CHRI1sT's obedience and righteouſneſs are made ours: 
ohe is made righteouſneſs to us, and we are the righteouſneſs 
* of GoD in him,” We are clothed with him, and appear in 
the ſight of Gop as parts and portions of CHRIST himſelf; 
* for the church is the fulneſs of him, who filleth all in all. 

And 
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And again, CHRIST hath put an utter period to the law, 
© as to its office of juſtification. We are now righteous by 

grace and donation ; not by nature or operation, but by 
that righteouſneſs which Gop is pleaſed to give us, and 
which ſtands in oppoſition to a man's own righteouſneſs, 
* which is by working and obeying. A death-ſentence to 
the natural pride of man! A comforting word to the humble 
believer! And 

Biſhop Beveridge in his Private Thoughts declares : © I look 
© upon all my righteouſneſs as filthy rags; and it is in the 
© robes only of the righteouſneſs of the Son of God that I dare 
appear before the Majeſty of heaven. This is the only way 
© whereby we are ſaid to be made the righteouſneſs of Gop ; 
even by the righteouſneſs of CHRIST's being made ours, by 
© which we are accounted and reputed as righteous before Gop: 
© Gop imputes my ſins to CHRIST, and CHRISTr's righteouſ- 


* neſs to me. By the former, Gop looks upon me as perfedly 
innocent, and therefore not be thrown down to hell: by the 


latter he looks upon me as perfedly righteous, and therefore 
© to be brought up to heaven.“ Moſt precious truth to pre- 
cious faith! 

Thus you ſee, my dear friend, how the light of truth from 
the Sun of righteouſneſs hath ſhone from age to age in theſe 
bright luminaries of his church, I might collect a greater 
cloud of witneſſes to this truth: only ſuffer me to add that of 
the late truly Reverend and evangelical Mr. James Hervey. 
In his Dialogues he ſaith, © The righteouſneſs of Chrifl : nothing 
is ſo ſovereign to calm our fears, and to remove all 
© apprehenſtons of divine wrath, By virtue of his righte- 
ouſneſs, and on account of his righteouſneſs, the de- 
mands of the law are fully anſwered in their utmoſt 
purity and exaCtneſs—it is infinitely ſuperior to the demerit 
of ſin, and intirely abſolves from all guilt, and intirely 
exempts from all condemnation—it is a moſt valid and 
never-failing plea againſt the accuſations of ſatan, and the 
challenges of conſcience—it eſtabliſhes an undoubted title 

to 
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© to every bleſſing, whether in time or eternity, of grace or 
© of glory—it is a ſure ſupport for the chriſtian in an hour of 
« deſertion, and in the agonies of death. Caſting anchor on 


c tis bottom, he may diſmiſs every fear, and ride out every 
© ſtorm: Leaning upon this ſtaff, he may go down to the 
* © repoſe of the grave, and neither be appalled at the ſolemn 
-< harbinger of diſſolution, nor terrified at its far more awful 
Z< conſequences.” And ſo this excellent man of Gop found 
it in the ſweet experience of his own ſoul; for he comfortably 
| fell aſleep, while theſe words quivered from his dying lips : 
0 precious ſalvation precious ſalvation!ꝰ 
l will ſum up all in the united teſtimony of our pious Re- 
formers, in the homily of ſalvation, appointed to be read in 
the church of England: It pleaſed our heavenly Father, of 
= © his infinite mercy, without any of our deſert or deſerving, 
© to prepare for us the moſt precious jewels of CHRIST's body 
© and blood, whereby our ranſom might be fully paid, the 
law fulfilled, and his juſtice ſatisfied. So that now CHRIST 
it the righteouſneſs of all than who do truly believe in bim. He 
Z*< hath for them paid their ranſom by his death; he for them 
* fulfilled the law in his life. So that now, in him and by him, 
every true chriſtian man may be called, a fu/filler of the law : 
2+ foraſmuch as that which their infirmity lacked, CHRIST's 


\« righteeuſneſs hath fully ſupplied.” O with what confidence 
in Gop, with what boldneſs of acceſs to Gop, with what 
Hove for Gor, and with what hope of enjoying God doth 


this faith inſpire the chriſtian heart ! 


Such was the living teſtimony of theſe ſaints of Gov. 
Theſe all died in the faith of the righteouſneſs of the Son of 
7 Gop imputed to us, to make us cighteous in God's fight : and 


they, being dead, yet ſpeak to us. And glory to the grace 
of Gop, he till raiſes up faithful miniſters of IExsus, whoſe 
glory is to preach their loving Maſter, to diſplay the un- 
ſearchable riches of his grace, in atoning for ſin, in bringing in 
Fan everlaſting righteouſneſs to clothe naked finners, and by his 
© finiſhed ſalvation to bring them to glory. 


And hence, 
praiſed 
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praiſed be the LoRD, ſouls are begotten to the belief of this 
truth, to be living witneſles of it, and to rejoice in it. The 
Lox increaſe their number! And thus the holy church 


throughout all the world, ever did, and till doth, acknow- I 


45 


ledge Gop's honourable, true and only Son to be the Lord 


our righteouſneſs. 
Say now, my dear friend, to you who are conſcious of your 


own ſinfulneſs to you who are daily ſenſible of the imperfec- 
tion of your own righteouſneſs to you who are groning 
under the ruins: of the firſt Adam, what news can be ſo re- 
viving to your drooping mind, ſo refreſhing to your dejected 


ſpirits, as to hear and believe that you have an infinitely , 


perfe& righteouſneſs in the ſecond Adam? O how joyful, in 
the. faith of this to be aſſured, that you, who are a ſinner, 
who daily fin, who cannot perform one ſingle duty, but you 


ſee imperfection cleaving to it; nevertheleſs. have an ever- 


laſting righteouſneſs in the Son of Gop, and in that righ- 
teouſneſs are ever acceptable to Gop !, O what a righte- 
ous, what a prevailing plea, bath the Loxp put into thy 


mouth, when thou comeſt before him! © Lorp, though I 


am a ſinner, and as ſuch may dread to approach thee, yet 


< believing that thou haſt made Cr1sT to be ſin for ſinners, # 
and righteouſneſs to the unrighteous, I would come be- 
< fore thee in the righteouſneſs of thy only-begotten Sen, 


© pleading, O righteous Father, for all the grace, and all 


© the glory, which flow from being accepted in thy be- 


© loved Son. 
Such is the prayer of faith ; ſuch the hope of believing 
ſouls, How ſweet thus to pray in faith] how joyful to live 


in this faith, that the Lord is our righteouſneſs! * There is 
C No condemnation to them who are in CHRIS JEsus,” Þ 
Rom. viii. 1. No condemnation from the holy law of Gop, 
nor from the ſtrict juſtice of Gop. For being in CHRIST 


Jesvs, united to him and one with him, all believers are 
righteous, even as he is righteous, And the righteous Loxp 
loves all ſuch his righteous children, even as he loves his 
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only- begotten Son; for thus ſaith the Son of Gop, © Thou 
b haſt loved them as thou haſt loved me,” John xvii. 23. 
cnow- As they are clothed with an everlaſting righteouſneſs, which 


m ey can never loſe; ſo they are loved with an everlaſting 
love that never changeth. O who can repeat the wondrous 


truth too oft! O who can dwell on the tranſporting theme 
too long ! for the goſpel is called the word of righteouſneſs, 
© Heb. v. 13. the miniſtration of righteouſneſs, 2 Cor. iii. 9. And 
in the word, the SpiR1T holds forth and bears witneſs to this 
J righteouſneſs of Jesvs. And by it, he convinceth of righteouſ- 
neſi; that is, makes poor ſinners ſee their want of it in them- 
Þ ſelves, and cauſeth them to believe and glory, that they have 
5 righteouſneſs in Jesus. Miniſters of the goſpel are called 
miniſters of righteouſneſs, 2 Cor. xi. 15. for they diſplay the 
Rglory of this righteouſneſs of our divine Lokp, and its ſuit- 
ableneſs to the ſtate of the fallen ſons of men. Hence faith 
;rometh by hearing of this righteouſneſs. Precious faith is ob- 
1 ained in this righteouſneſs of our God and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 
= Pet.i.1. The kingdom of God, that is, CHRIsT's kingdom of 


grace, is a kingdem of righteouſneſs. By faith in this righteouſ- 
neſs poor ſinners enter into it, and find peace and jry in the 
aly Ghefl, on the account of it, Rom. xiv. 17. and it is 
4 alled the breaſt - plate of righteouſneſs, Eph. vi. 14. and the armour 
F righteoujneſs, by the faith of which the ſoldier of Jesvs'is 
ble to withſtand every attack in the front, and to defend 
himſelf againſt every enemy, on the right hand and on the left, 

2 Cor. vi. 7. Well therefore may all chriſtians, who are 

Heilſul or experienced in the word of righteouſneſs, ever glory in, 
and rejoice that in the Lord, JEnovan-Jesus, they have 


Fighteouſneſs; for in this righteouſneſs they are juſtified, 


4 heir conſcience is pacified, and their hearts ſatisfied. And 
hey derive all their confidence towards God from it. For 
the faith of this they are aſſured, There is laid up for 


un of righteouſneſs, which the Lord the righteous Fudge 
1 ball give unto all them who Iove his appearing, 2 Tim. 


V. 8. O my friend, may your ſoul and mine ſee more and 
| more 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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more of the glory of this everlaſting righteouſneſs, and of 
the importance of holding faſt this myſtery of our moſt holy 
faith, Gad hath made Chriſt to be righteouſneſs to us! May we 
ever abide under its believing, comforting influence]! O how 
does the ariſing of this Sun of Righteouſneſs upon us, chaſe 
away the clouds of doubts, and miſts of fears from our mind! 

Let us now conſider, 2. The effects which this belief 
produceth, both with reſpect to Gop and our own ſouls. 
We are aware enough of the vain cavils and carnal objections 
from proud, unſanctificd reaſon, againſt divine truths. We 
have heard, more than enough, of the clamorous outcry againſt 
this myſtery of our holy faith. And I pray you, my dear 
Friend, what point of doctrine that reſpects the perſon, the 
love, the grace, and the ſalvation of our precious Saviour, but 
hath in all ages had its enemies and oppoſers? We know the 
high thoughts which men have of themſelves, and the ſtrong 
reaſonings which exalt themſelves againſt Gop. And indeed 
it is very natural for all thoſe' who truſt that they are righteous 
in themſelves, to oppoſe the righteouſneſs of faith. As ſuch 
imagination is founded in ignorance, pride will ever maintain 
the oppoſition, and aim with all the vain philoſophy of men 
to keep the field. But this ought never to affeft us. Our 
minds are ſatisfied with the truth by faith; and we have theſe 
two ſufficient reaſons ever at hand to ſupport our belief: 

Firſt, Our faith is grounded upon God's warrant in his 
word. And, 

Secondly, We find by experience, that our faith worketh by 
love to Gon. As to thoſe who are otherwiſe minded, whoſe 
carnal minds and legal hearts work with enmity againſt 
goſpel-trutb, what ſhall we ſay? We can only pity their 
ignorance, pray againſt their pride, and wiſh, (if the Loxp 
plea'e) their eyes may be opened to ſee their nakedneſs, 
and that repentance may be granted them, to the acknow- 
ledgment of the truth. For we find, 

Firſt, With reſpe& to Gop the Father. This belief in- 


ſpires our minds with juſt conceptions of his righteous nature, 
as 


* 
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- 


[ 25 ] 


| as alſo of the love ot his heart towards us. The righteons 
at i Lord loveth righteouſneſs, Pſalm xi. 7. © He is of purer eyes 


oly * « than to behold iniquity ;”” therefore he could not look on 
me | us ſinners without abhorrence; for nothing ſhort of a per- 
now = fed righteouſneſs could juſtify us in his fight, and intitle 
Maſe us to his fayour, But this we are deſtitute of in ourſelves, 
d! But O the amazing love of his heart towards us! for when 
elief | his juſtice might have damned us to hell for our fins, his 
wile, grace interpoſed, and his wiſd-m found out the way to bring 
20s us to heaven—a way in which he could be juſt, and yet 
We the juſtifier of the ungodly, who believeth in Jeſus, Rom. iii. 26. 
ainſt and iv. 5. Therefore his only-begotten Son he gave, to 
dent take our nature, and to fulfil all righteouſneſs for us; and 
the ſo makes him to be righteouſneſs to us, and males us per- 
| but fectly righteous IN him. And thus he faves us in a way of 
0 the RIGHTEOUSNESS conſiſtent with his ſtrict jusTIcCE. O how 
rong are we emboldened by faith to come to our righteous Father, 
ed * clothed with the righteouſneſs of his Son ! and how doth 
brews the belief of this his heavenly love infpire our hearts with 
"6k i love to him, delight in him, and devotion of life to his 
* TE ſervice !. and how doth this cauſe the joy of hope to ſpring 
men up in our minds, of ſtanding with boldneſs before the throne 
our of judgment, and of the enjoyment of our righteous Father 
theſe in his heavenly Kingdom | So, 
\ Secondly, With reſpe& to Gon the Son. Did he come from 
in his heaven to fulfil all righteouſneſs upon earth, and to be 


” obedient unto death for us? is his righteouſneſs and obe- 
dience imputed to us? do we ftand clothed with his robe 
of righteouſneſs, and adorned with his garments of ſalva- 
tion before his righteous Father? O my ſoul, O my friend, 
who can refrain, in the belief of this, crying out in amaze- 
ment and love, what hath JEsus wreught! what hath he 
done for us] what grace hath he manifeſted to us! O moſt 
22 glorious righteouſneſs of the Son of Gop ! O moſt precious 
Saviour of ſinful ſons of men! what love to, what delight 

| in, 


Lein 
in, what glorying of, what devotion of body, ſoul and ſpirit 
to the Son of Gop, doth this belief inſpire? So, 

Thirdly, With reſpect to Gop the HoLy SpixiT, Were 
we dead in treſpaſſes and fins ? unaffected about our finful 
ſtate? unconcerned about the ſalvation of our precious ſouls ? 
Were we ignorant of Gop's righteouſneſs, and going about 
to eſtabliſh our own righteouſneſs ? truſting to what we 
were deſtitute of, and priding ourſelves in what we had not, 
a righteouſneſs of our own? and hath he convinced us of ſin? 
made us ſenſible of our own nakedneſs? Cauſed us to ſee 
that we have no righteouſneſs in ourſelyes to ſcreen us from 
divine wrath, but that we muſt be loſt and damned for ever 
without perfect righteouſneſs to juſtify us? Hath he alſo 
convinced us of righteouſneſs both of the neceſſity of it, and 
that it is only to be found in the Son of Gop? Hath he 
revealed this righteouſneſs to us in the word, and brought it 
nigh, even into our hearts by faith? and do we confide in it, 
glory in it, and deſire to be found clothed with it? O what 
mathellous love! what diſtinguiſhing grace is this! How 
doth this knowledge and this faith inſpire the heart with love 
to the enlightning Spixrr, the divine Comforter ! What 
godly jealouſy doth it provoke, leſt we grieve this Hol x 
SPIRIT, who ſeals us ſons of Gop, and joint-heirs with 
CHnr1sT in the righteouſneſs of faith? 

Thus, glory be to the holy, bleſſed and glorious Trinity, 
three Perſons in one Godhead, who have had mercy upon us 
miſerable ſinners, and provided a glorious robe of righteouſ- 
neſs for our naked ſouls. The love of Gop the Father 
« hath made CHRIST to be righteouſneſs to us: The 
grace of Gop the Son hath wrought out a righteouſneſs for 
us: And through the communion of Gop the HoLy Grosr, 
we experience the knowledge of our intereſt in it, and 
ef being made righteous by it; and ſo we rejoice and give 
Gop the glory of it, through faith. And believing we 


are clothed with the garments of ſalvation, therefore this 
faith 
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t faith worketh by love” to Gon, and bringeth forth 
« the fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by Ixsus CHRIST 
& unto the glory of Gop.” b 

And, as to ourſelves, what mighty effects of purity, peace 
and love? doth this faith produce in our own ſouls? for it 
is in believing, that we are righteous in CHRIST, that © the 
„ Gop of hope fills us with all joy and peace.” It is in 
Believing that CHRIST is our righteouſneſs, that © we abound 
e in hope, through the power of the Holy GnosT,” Rom, 
xv. 13. And with reſpect to our love, it is the myſtery of faith, 
to promote love to an unſeen IEsus, believing we have righ- 
teouſneſs in him. Hence faith the apoſtle, * Whom having 
& not ſeen ye love.” How is this? O we hear of CHRIST's 
love, and of his being made righteouſneſs and ſalvation to us 
ſinners, and from the belief of this our love to him ſprings. 
But beſides love of heart to our righteous Saviour, this faith 
inſpires with joy of ſpirit, and rejoicing of ſoul alſo in him. 
AI whom, though now ye ſee him not, yet believing, ye 
E rejoice with joy unſpeakable and full of glory,” x Pet. i. 8. 
Why ſo? becauſe that Jesvs, whom we believe in, is made of 

® Gop to us righteouſneſs. I am very ſure, did the holieſt faint 
upon earth ſee himſelf in the light of truth, and could ſee no 
hope but what 1s founded upon his own righteouſneſs, he 


A muſt be filled with ſorrow unſpeakable and full of torment. 


4 But believing God hath made CHRIST to be righteouſneſs to 


us finners, faith excites joy, and fills the ſoul with the hope 


of glory. And thus believing we are aſſured of © receiving 
the end of our faith, even the ſalvation of our ſouls,” ver. 9. 
ſor © we are kept by the power of GoD, THROUGH FAITH 
e unto ſalvation,” ver. 5. 

So of purity of heart. Our hearts are purified by the 
„ faith of Jxsus,“ Alis xi. 9. © Seeing you have purified 
& your ſouls in obeying the truth through the Se1r1T,” 1 Pet, 
i. 22. CHRrIsT who hath fulfilled all righteouſneſs for us, 
* © dwells in our hearts by faith,” and hence © he purifies us 
= # unto himſelf, a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” 
7 | Fer 
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& For the grace of Gop which bringeth ſalvation,” (and 
this “ grace reigns through the righteouſneſs of Ixsus 
& CHRIST our LoRD unto eternal life, Rom. v. 21.) © teach- 
cc eth us that denying all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we 
c ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent 
« world, looking for, O the bleſſed viſion! O the joyful 
expectation of his faith! looking for that bleſſed hope and 
« glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour 
& Tesus CHRIST,“ Tit. ii. 11, 12, 13. 

Now who will dare to ſay, that this belief, that we are 
righteous in CHRIST, encourages us to continue in fin, and 
to a total diſregard for righteouſneſs of walk and converſation ? 
This faith cannot do ſo, For you ſee it inſpires with love; 
it works by love. Suppoſe when one of the late rebel lords 
was lying under the ſentence of death for his treaſon, that his 
late Majeſty had ſent him a reprieve; and alſo aſſured him un- 
der his own hand, I not only freely pardon you, but I will 
£ lovingly receive you at my court; yea more, to diſtinguiſh 
© you as my favourite, you ſhall 8 appear there before 
© me and my nobles, in the very beſt robes of my own be- 
© loved ſon, who is the heir-apparent to my crown.“ Would 
the belief of THIS, think you, naturally provoke and ſtir up 
his heart to freſh rebellion ? No ſurely, Would it not rather 
inſpire his heart with the nobleſt ſentiments of love? And 
was he eyer to rebel afreſh, it muſt ariſe from another cauſe, 
even from the ſeeds of rebellion in his heart, but not from 
ſuch highly-diſtinguiſhed favours received and enjoyed. 


Indeed corrupt nature may urge, to licentiouſneſs, yea it 
ever will; but divine grace, which is in the hearts of the 


faithſul, oppoſes and forbids it. True, in reſpect of fin, we 
are ſtill found the ſubjects of it, But the apoſtle meets this 


. objection : But if while we ſeek to be juſtified by CHRIST, 


&« we ourſelves alſo are found ſinners, is therefore CHRIS 
* made the minifter of fin? Gop forbid,” Gal. ii. 17. 
Though we deſpair of a total freedom from the being of fn 
in this life; yet, we ate not left to deſpair, either under the 

guilt 
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guilt or power of it. No, for our faith worketh this effect, 


even to exerciſe our minds upon CHRIST, who is our Saviour 


from ſin, as well as the © miniſter of righteouſneſs to us.” 
So that being not under the law” of works, but the grace” 
of righteouſneſs, © ſin ſhall not have the dominion over us,” 
Rom. vi. 14. It cannot, becauſe ChRISr reigns in our hearts 
by faith. Therefore “we reckon ourſelves to be dead indeed 
c unto ſin, but alive unto Gop through JESUS CHRISπ our 
„ Lokp,“ Rom. vi. 11. becauſe we are “made free from 
&© ſin, and become the ſervants of righteouſneſs,” verſe 18. 
Hence the beloved diſciple affectionately addreſſes the righ- 


teous followers of the Lamb, thus, „My little children,” 


weak in your own eves, and feeble in your own ſtrength, 
<« theſe things I write unto you, that ye fin not.” But he 
well knew what ſinful natures they were ſtill the ſubje cs of; 
the preſent ſtate of imperfection they were in; and the many 


4 temptations which they were expoſed to: Therefore he ſup- 


poſes, after all their holy watching, praying and ftriving 
againſt ſin, (which all the righteous children of Gop are 
exerciſed in) yet that they might, they would at times be 
overtaken by ſin. Hence that their minds ſhould not de- 
ſpond, he adds, And if any man,” one who is a partaker 
of CyrisT, and is made righteous by his righteouſneſs 
through faith; „If any man fin,” let him not caſt away his 
hope in Jesus, nor his confidence in Gop, as though he 
had no one to care for his ſoul, or to plead his cauſe : Let 


him not give way to unbelief, nor give place to the father 


of lies for one moment ; for, O joyful truth ! O heart- reviving 
love! “ we have an advocate with the Father, JesUs CHRIST 
&* the righteous,” 1 John ii. 1. Poor ſinner, though thou art 
guilty, though thy mouth is ſtopped, yet there is a righteous 
pleader for thee before the throne. He never intermits in his 
love to thee ; he never fails in his pleading for thee, For as 
CHRIST is made righteouſneſs unto thee, he has ever a righ- 
teous plea in thy behalf; therefore ſin ſhall never deſtroy 
thee, For, “ if we confeſs our fins,” which our ſaith both 

tcacheth 
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teacheth and eneourageth us to do, Gop is faithful and 
« juſt to forgive us our fins, and to cleanſe us from all un- 


c righteouſneſs,” x John i. 9. for * the blood of IJEsus 
« CHRIST cleanſeth from all fin,” verſe 7. both in the fight 


of Gop, and in the ſenſe of our own conſciences. O precious 


faith in a moſt precious Saviour! O moſt bleſſed effects, 


produced by it on believing ſouls! for Faith forbids fin moſt 
powerfully, Faith beholds and applies the e for ſm moſt 
Joyfully. 

So in reſpeCt to our own righteouſneſs. The belief of the 
truth obliges us to confeſs, that we are not righteous in 
ourſelves; yea it forbids all truſt in any ſuppoſed inherent 
righteouſneſs. So that we deſpair of ever attaining to perfect 
righteouſneſs by our own: works and obedience, or by any 
thing within us, or done by us. Therefore we ſeek not 
Juſtification by our own works. We obey no more in order 
to final juſtification, than for preſent juſtification, We be- 
lieve we have a more infinitely perfect righteouſneſs in the 
Son of God than all the ſaints on earth, or all the angels in 
heaven, would ever be capable of working out to all eternity, 
We are fo perfectly compleat in, and ſo entirely ſatisfied with 
the righteouſneſs of CHRIST, that we ſeek no other, but we 
glory only in that to juſtify us to all eternity. And ſince we 
have ſeen the perfection and glory of our Loxp's righteouſ- 
neſs, we pour contempt upon every other pretended righ- 
teouſneſs of men, We count them, with the prophet, but 
« as filthy rags,” 1a. Ixiv. 6. We eſteem them, with the 
apoſtle, but © as loſs, and droſs, and dung,” Phil. iii. 8. in 
compariſon of our righteouſneſs in the Son of Gop. 

To ſeek righteouſneſs by the law, or to attempt to make 
ourſelves righteous by any obedience we can yield to it, be- 
lievers muſt know to be an act of unbelief of Gop's word, 


wherein he declares, he hath made CHRISTH to be righteouſ- 


neſs to us. It is alſo an act of baſe diſhonourable ingratitude to 
the Loxp our righteouſneſs, as though his righteouſneſs was 


not alone all-ſufficient to our juſtification, But yet believing 
that 


41 ] 
that we are righteous in him, we deſire and pray, © to be 
“e filled with the fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by JESUS 
CHRIST, unto the glory and praiſe of Gop, Phil. i. 11. 

This is another effect which is produced by faith, For 
we leatn to diſtinguiſh things which differ, and to call things 
by their proper names—not to confound cauſes with their 
effects not to call the light and heat, the ſun; nor the fruits 
the root; nor the actions of man, his life, The word of 
Gop teacheth us otherwiſe. Hence you fee, my dear Friend, 
how the apoſtle phrafes it; the diſtinction is not merely ſpe- 
culative and. curious, - but abſolutely juſt and neceſlary, 
Would Gop it was more attended to! the fruits of righteouſneſs. 
This implies the root from whence they ſpring : for verily 
theſe fruits are brought forth by believers in Jesvs ; in ſome 
more, in others leſs; but no one believer is deſtitute of them. 
For believers, though wild by nature, and bringing forth no 
fruit to Gop, yet being, grafted into CHRIST by faith, they 
partake of the life and fatneſs of the root. Hence faith our 
Los to all his believing members, I am the vine, ye are 
& the branches; he that abideth in me and I in him, the 
e ſame bringeth forth much fruit; for without me ye can do 
« nothing,” Fehr xv. 5. As a branch, which hath no union 
with the root, can receive no communications of life from it, 
conſequently can bear no fruit: So it is with unbeliever-, 
But by virtue of union with CHRIST, and abiding in him, by 
a living faith, all believers pa: take of the fatneſs of the root, 
and receive out of the fulneſs of CHRIS; and thus the fruits 
of righteouſneſs are brought forth by us, and “ the fruit of 
„ the SPIRIT, which is in all goodneſs and righteouſneſs 
ce and truth,” Eph. v. g. is manifeſt in us. 

But all this is in conſequence of CHRIS being made righ- 
teouſneſs to us; and all is to this end, to © the glory of Gon,” 
Not that we ſhould boaſt of theſe fruits, or truſt in them as 
our righteouſneſs to recommend us to his favour, and to give 
us a title to his kingdom. No, that is contrary to our belief 
ef the truth, of his love and grace to us. For, faith our 
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Lord, „ Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
© fruit, ſo ſhall ye be my diſciples,” Jobn xv. 8. that is, 
your fruits of faith ſnall make manifeſt, that ye do believe in 
me, and have life from me. As the grapes on a vine do not 
make it a vine, but ſhew its fruitfulneſs: So the fruits of 


righteouſneſs do not make believers righteous, but evidence, 


that they are made the righteouſneſs of Gop in CHRIST. 
The emanations of light and heat from the ſun, do not give 
being to it; nor are they the cauſes of its exiſtence; but 
diſplay the glory of its Creator: So by believers © ſhining 
« as lights in the world,” and doing © good works before 
«© men,” they glorify their heavenly Father, in his new creat- 
ing them in CyR1sT JesUs. But theſe do not give being 
to their ſtate as righteous perſons, but prove that they are 
ſuch. 

Thus our faith in the Loxp our Righteouſneſs, not only 


influenceth us to bring forth fruit, but alſo to a right end. 


Pray obſerve this word of inſpiration.” “ His ſervants ye are 
„ to whom ye obey; whether of fin unto death, or of 


« OBEDIENCE UNTO RIGHTEOUSNESS,” Rem. vi. 16. mind, 


the apoſtle doth not ſay, of obedience unto liſe. Why not? the 
antitheſis ſeems to require it; for he ſays of fin, wnto death; 
why not then of ebedience unto life? No, Paul had too great a 
regard to his beloved Maſter's honour ; he could not bear to 
detract from the glory of CHRIST's one obedience, which only 
is unto the eternal life of poor ſinners. Therefore, though 
he knew © the wages of fin is death,” Rom. vi. 23. yet, he 
alſo knew, that life cannot be earned, nor preſent, nor final 
juſtification acquired by our obedience ; but that “ eternal 
life is the gift of Gor, through Jesvs CarisT our 
„% Lorp.” Therefore being the ſervants of JesUs, we obey 
him. But we work not for life to be beſtowed, but from life 
freely giyen. Thus our obedience is from the belief that we 
are righteous in CHRIST, and it is the “ obedience unto the 
e righteouſneſs of him.” And thus “ we obey from the 
& heart that ſorm of doctrine which was delivered us, Rom, 

vi. 17. 
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vi. 17. Believers ſhould no more ſerve God as ſlaves under 
dread, than as hirelings working for wages; but as ſons of 
Gop and brethren of CHRIST, obey from filial love to Gop 
their Father and CHRIST their Brother, who have ſaved them, 
and called them to know it, and to enjoy the comforts of 
everlaſting love and ſalvation, 

Hereby my dear Friend, you ſee your calling. It is not to 
work out a righteouſneſs to juſtify you in the ſight of Gop. 
Nor to obey in order to procure righteouſneſs and eternal 
life by it. You ſee your faith. It is to believe that Gop 
hath made CHRIS TH righteouſneſs to you. As Luther ſpeaks, 
© not to know and fee] that you are righteous in yourſelf, 
© but to believe you are righteous.” No man can be made 
righteous by his own works, becauſe no man can perfectly 
fulfil the whole righteous law, and without this he cannot be 
righteous this way. Thoſe who think they can, as they de- 
ceive themſelves, ſo they cannot endure found dictrine, but will 
abſolutely reject the truth of Gop's word, and the method 
of his grace, whereby he hath made Chriſi is be righteouſneſs 
to ſinners. And none but © thoſe who receive the gift of 
& righteouſneſs,” that is, by faith, © ſhall reign in life, by 
„ CRRIST JESUS,” Rom. v. 17. fo that righteouſneſs is a 
free gift out of the abundance of God's grace. It is © with the 
« heart man believeth unto righteouſneſs,” Rom. x. 10. and 
c to him who worketh not, (that is, to obtain righteouſneſs) 
ec but believeth, is righteouſneſs imputed,” Rom. v. 5. 

Thus you ſee how IEsUs is made righteouſnels to us; and 
alſo that he is the root from whence our fruits of righteaufneſs 
are produced, and that the work of the Redeemer's r12hteoujfne/s 
is peace, and the effects of this righteouſneſs to the believing 
heart are guietneſi and aſſurance for ever, Iſa, xxxii. 17. There- 
« fore the juſt (every juſtified and righteous ſoul) ſhall live by 
& his faith,” Rom. i. 17. live upon JEsUs the object of his 
faith, who is righteouſneſs to him, the life of his ſoul, and 
his “ bread of life,” in whom he ſhall be“ nouriſhed up 
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© unto eternal life, in the words of faith and of good doc- 
& trine,” 1 Tim. iv. 6. 

Therefore, my dear Friend, conſider well the plan of 
goſpel-ſalyation. What gives being to juſtification ? verily 
the grace of Gop. Therefore we are ſaid to be “' juſtified 
& freely by his grace,” Rom. iii. 24. What gives a right 
to this juſtification ? the righteouſneſs of CHRIST; for 
<« grace reigns through righteouſneſs unto eternal life, by 
« Jesvs CuRIsT,” Rom. v. 21. How is this righteouſneſs 
made known? verily, by © the goſpel of CurisT, which 


is the power of Gop unto ſalvation; and therein is the 


cc righteouſneſs of Gop revealed,” Rom. i. 16. What brings 
the enjoyment of this righteouſneſs into the heart and con- 
ſcience ? verily faith. For it is unto all and upon all 
« them who believe,” Ram. iii. 22. What are the fruits of 
this juſtification through the righteouſneſs of CarisT ? verily, 
« Peace with Gop through our Loxp Jesus CHRIST, by 
© whom we have acceſs by faith into this grace wherein we 
&« ſtand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of Gop. And not 
“ only ſo, but we glory in tribulation alſo, knowing that 
ce tribulation worketh patience, and patience experience, and 
experience hope, and hope maketh not aſhamed, becauſe 
& the love of God is ſhed abroad in our hearts by the Hor v 
4 GHosT, which is given unto us,” Rom. v. 1—5. 


Hence it appears, what a glorious, ſure and precious ſounda- 


tion the Lord hath laid in his word, for the making ſinners 
righteous to the juſtihcation of their perſons and the ſalvation 
of their ſouls. And in all this he ſecures all the glory to his 

own grace, while he beſtows the comfort upon believing 
ſouls. O then beware of any thing contrary to the ſound 
* doctrine of the righteouſneſs of faith.” Any notion oppoſite 
to free and full juſtification by the righteouſneſs of CHRIS 
cometh not of the truth of God, but of the pride of men. If 
the imputed righteouſneſs of CHRIST is denied, it is to make 
way for the imaginary righteouſneſs of man; then faith is 
made void, and the hope of Juſtification | is cut off at a ſtroke. 


It 
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Tf any thing is attempted to be added to the righteouſneſs of 
CxrisT for juſtification, be aſſured thy Lord's honour is 
ſtruck at, and the peace of thy ſoul is in danger. Therefore, 
if thou heareft any advance this unſcriptural notion, we 
© obey in order to final juſtification,' take notice, the 
cloven foot of pride is exalted againſt the truth of thy Gop, 
the glory of thy. Saviour, and the faith of thy heart : there- 
fore condemn the notion; give it its paſſport ; ſend it away 
to that corrupt church, the mother of harlots, where it 
was begotten : But do thou ſtand faſt in the faith; quit thy- 
ſelf like a good ſoldier of Jesvs CHri1sT, © holding the 
2 myſtery of the faith in a pure een! that Gon hath 
% made CHRIST to be righteouſneſs to us,” in oppoſition to 
all that men or devils ſhall ſay, or unbelief may ſuggeſt 
againſt it. 

Ihe neceſſity of this was the third thing propoſed. And 
here, would you honour Gop the Father, who made ChRisr 
righteouſneſs to you; Gop the Son who hath fulfilled all 
righteouſneſs for you; and Gop the HoLy Gnosr, who 
hath revealed this righteouſneſs in the word, and brought it 


into your heart by faith? then hold faſt this myſtery of faith in 


your conſcience, that though you are a ſinner in yourſelf, 
yet you are righteous by the righteouſneſs of CRIS＋H im- 
puted to you; for this is the act and deed of God himſelf, 
e and it is marvelous in our eyes.” And unleſs you do hold 
faft this myſtery of faith, you will not adorn the goſpel of 
the grace of Gop, nor be able to maintain your ground, or 
hold up your head againſt the ſenſe of fin within you; the 
accuſations of ſatan againſt you, nor the charge and con- 
demnation of the law which will come upon you. But in 
the myſtery of this faith, whenever fin aſſaults, ſatan attacks, 
and the law condemns, you will be enabled © to come 
<« boldly to the throne of grace, to obtain mercy, and to find 
<< grace to keep you in every time of NEED,” Heb. iv. 16. 


Prayer draws all its boldneſs from faith in the Loxp our 


righteouſneſs, 
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righteouſneſs, and faith keeps the foul in ſteady hope and 
humble dependence upon him. 

It is to this end, the SIR IT convinces of righteouſneſs.” 
As he convinces of ſin, that your ſoul may flee from its de- 
ſtruction; ſo he convinces of righteouſneſs, that you may flee 
to Irevs for ſalvation from ſin, and take faſter hold of him, 
by faith in your heart and conſcience, prize him, and cleave 
unto him as the Loxp your righteouſneſs and falvation. 
Doth ſatan charge fin upon you? and do you ſee that the 
righteous law condemns you, becauſe in many things you 
"offend, and in all things you come ſhort of the glory of 
Gor? And therefore doth the enemy ſay, It is but bold 
« preſumption for thee to hope for ſalvation from the righ- 
© teous LoRD, who will ſhew forth his righteouſneſs in your 
© damnation.” Though thou muſt-own the charge, that 
the father of lies ſpeaks truth, thou art a ſinner, and doft 
nothing that is perfectly righteous, yet faith will juſtly deny 
the conſequence which he draws: For it ever hath a righ- 
teous plea for ſalvation againſt all he can urge for damnation. 
Therefore, well mayeſt thou ſay, in the Loxp's word will 
J rejoice, in the Loꝶp's word will I comfort me; “ ſo ſhall 
©& T have wherewith to anſwer thee who reproacheſt me, for 
« ] truſt in his word,” P/alm cxix. 42. and therefore, ſatan, 
J defy thine. Gop hath aſſured me, that he hath ma e 
© CaR1sST righteouſneſs to me, and he will anſwer all that 
thou urgeſt againſt me. In his righteouſneſs I put my truſt ; 
and in his righteouſneſs ſhall I be exalted to glory. Thus, 
as Luther ſpeaks, * Thy righteouſneſs ought to ſurmount all 
feeling of fin, Wherefore thou muſt not judge according 
© to the feeling of fin which troubleth and terrifieth thee, 
© but according to the promiſe and doctrine of faith, where- 
© by CHRIST is promiſed thee, who is thy perfect and ever- 
* laſting righteouſneſs.” 

Now this is to reaſon like a chriſtian; this is to act like 
a believer in JEsUs. This is to be ſkilful in the word of 
* righteouſneſs,” This is to glorify the righteouſneſs of thy 


Jssvs, and to exalt it againſt all that oppoſeth thy peace, | 
thy | 
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| thy comfort, and the purity of thy mind. This is to-live by 


the faith of the Son of Gor, and to walk by the faith of 
him. © This is to take the ſhield of faith, whereby to 
« quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one,” Zph. vi. 16. 
And why doth thy Lord put this © ſword of the Spixir the 
ce word of Gop” into thine hand? Verily that thou ſhouldſt 
weild it againſt every attack of thine enemies, and ſo = fight 
& the good fight of faith, and lay hold on eternal life, where- 
& unto thou art called,” 2 Tim. vi. 12. called © by the grace 
« of Gop which reigns through the righteouſneſs of Jesus 
« CHRIST our LoRD,“ Rom. v. 21. | 

To this end our LorD ſpeaks to us, and charges us, 
„ Abide in me,” Jobn xv. 4. What is this, but to abide in 
the firm belief of the truth of his being our Saviour, our righ- 
teouſneſs, and our falvation ? In the faith of this, we honour 
him ; and by holding faſt the faith of this, our love to him is 
maintained, our hope animated, our comforts increaſed, and 
our holineſs of walk advanced. Therefore ever ſtudy more 
and more to obey this loving command of thy LoxD: So 
ſhalt thou enjoy peace with thy beſt Friend, and power over 
thy worſt enemies, Take warning by the Galatian church, 
of whom St. Paul teſtifies, © Ye are fallen from grace,” Gal. 
v. 4. Why ſo? we do not find that he charges them with 
falling into any groſs fins, like the church at Corinth: No; 
and yet what a ſevere reproof is his epiſtle to them? And 
what was it for? Truly, they were fallen from the ſtedfaſt- 
neſs of faith, in the grace or favour of Gop, in making ſin- 
ners righteous, and. freely juſtifying them by IEsus CHRIST. 
Hence they ſought righteouſneſs and juſtification another 
way. This in an emphatical ſenſe is © falling from grace; 
falling away from the rich grace of CaR1sT, the free grace of 
the goſpel, to the hope of works. O my Friend, beware, beware 
of this. Hear what Luther faith: One little point of doc- 


© trine is of more value than heaven and earth; and there- 
fore we cannot abide to have the leaſt jot thereof to be cor- 
© rupted. Our doctrine, bleſſed be Gon, is pure: We have 
© all the articles of our faith grounded upon the holy ſcrip- 

© tures, 
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© tures. Theſe the devil would gladly corrupt and overthrow? 
Gal. v. 10. * He who falleth from grace, utterly loſeth 
© the. atonement, the forgiveneſs of ſins, the righteouſneſs, 
< liberty and life of JzsUs CHRIST, and inſtead thereof, he 
< purchaſeth to himſelf the wrath and judgment of Go, fin, 


death, the bondage of the devil, and everlaſting damnation,? 


ver. 4. But follow the conduct of the church, Cart. iii. 4. 
<« I found him whom my ſoul loveth,” even her beloved Sa- 
viour, the Loxp our righteouſneſs ; ; * and I held him faſt, I 
& would not let him go.” Here is the excellency of precious 
faith, it finds JesUs, it cauſes the foul to cleave to IEsus, 
it carries the affections out after J=sUs; and it takes faſt hold 


of Jz8vs, becauſe the believer ſees all in him, that is wanting 


in himſelf. And therefore this is the glory of faith, “to 
« hold him faſt, and not let him go.“ Faith arms the foul. 
as it were with a kind of omnipotence ; it holds faſt the 
Almighty Loxp in the heart and conſcience. But O what 
words are theſe! words ſpoken in the raviſhing ecſtaſy of 
love, what words for a worm of the earth to utter! „I held 
<« him faſt—I would not let him go.” And O what a won- 


der of condeſcenſion in the Lok our righteouſneſs, to be 


held by a weak mortal. But he is pleaſed with it; he is 


honoured by it; he loves it ſhould be ſo. For thus faith. 


glorifies him, it obeys his ſweet word. For thus he ſpeak- 
eth, Let him,” the poor trembling ſinner, „take hold of 
my ſtrength, that he may make peace with me, and he 
«© ſhall make peace with me,” ſa. xxvii. 5. And why doth 
our LorD thus command in his word? Why is the reproof 
of the church of Galatia, and the conduct of his church under 
the Old Teſtament, left upon record, but that you and I 
ſhould hold faſt the myſtery of faith in our Lord's being our 
righteouſneſs, and never let it go? For only while CHRIS 
is held by the hand of faith, beheld by the eye of faith, 
and maintained in the conſcience by the myſtery of faith, as 
the Loxp our righteouſneſs,” can the conſcience be kept 
pure, the heart be happy in love, the believer be holy in life, 
Joyful in hope, and comfortable in proſpect, If we turn 

our 
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dur eyes, yea Lut for one moment, from Ixsus, to look for 
righteouſneſs in ourſelves, verily miſery and deſpair will at- 
tend us. Miſery, becauſe we ſee ourſelves ſinners ; deſpair, 
becauſe ©* we are become weak through the fleſh, and are 
unable to fulfil the law of righteouſneſs, which is ſpiri- 
* tual, but we are carnal.” As this faith ſets the mind 
above low and legal frames, ſo it inſpires the ſoul with 
ſtrength againſt ſin, and power over the © luſts of the fleſh, 
& the luſts of the eye, and the pride of life.” For as this 
trinity of idols are loved and ſerved as the god of this world, 
by all unbelievers: ſo the love, the grace, and the ſalvation 
of the holy, bleſſed and glorious Trinity, the ons Gop of 
the chriſtians, is ſo preſented by faith to the minds of all 
believers in JEsus, as to engage their affections, inſpire 
them with love, and influence them to all holy obedience 
of life, 

I cannot cloſe this addreſs without laying before my dear 
Friend theſe truly evangelical and experimental views of 
faith, 
© CHRIST calls his church my und:filed, Cant. vi. 9. The 
church is undefiled, eſpecially as it is the ſpouſe of CHRIST, 
and clothed with the robe of his righteouſneſs ; for there 
is an exchange, by our being united to CHRIST; our fins 
are lad upon him, and his righteouſneſs is made ours. 
© CyRIsT and his church are not to be conſidered as two, 
© when we ſpeak of this undefilednefs, but as oNE. And the 
© church having CHRIST with all that is CHRIST's, they 
© have the field and the pearl together, Cunr1sT giving 
© himſelf to the church, he gives his righteouſneſs and his per- 
* feflin, All is the church's. The conſcience knows its 
© own imperfection; fo it is defiled and accuſeth of fin; 
© yet as it looks at ChRIST, it ſees itſelf pure and purged 
from all ſin, 

Here is the victory of faith, in the deepeſt ſenſe of fin, 
pollution and defilement in ourſelves, at the ſame time, to 
© ſee an abſolute and perfect righteouſneſs in CHRIST. Here- 


in is the triumph of faith, whereby it anſwers God. And 
CHRIST, 


* * * 
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CHRIST, who ſees our imperfections, (but it is to purge 
and cleanſe them away, not to condemn us for them) at 
the ſame time ſees us in his own love, clothed with his 
own righteouſneſs, as one with himſclf, endowed with what- 
ſoever he hath, his ſatisfaction and obedience being ours, 
as verily as any thing in the world is; [yea as truly ſo, as our 
ſins are ours]. Thus he looks on us, and thus faith looks on 
him too, and together with a ſight and ſenſe of fin, it appre- 
hends righteouſneſs perfect righteouſneſs, and ſo is undefiled, 

* Tris is the main point in religion, and the comfort of 
chriſtians, to be loſt in themſelves as it were, and to be 
only found in Chriſt, not having their own righteouſneſs, 
but the righteoufneſs of Gop In him. THis is a myſtery 
which none knows but a believing ſoul : none ſee corrup- 
tion more: none ſee themſelves freed more. They have 
an ward ſight to ſee corruption, and an inward faith to 
ſce Gop reconciled, And ſurely, there can be no greater 
honour to CHRIST than this, in the ſenſe of fin, of wants, 
imperfections, ſtains, and blemiſhes, to wrap ourſelves in 
the righteouſneſs of CHRIST, with boldneſs to go clothed 


in the garments of this our elder Brother to the throne of 
grace, THis is an honour to CHRIST, to attribute so 
MUCH to his righteouſneſs, that being clothed therewith, 
we can boldly break through the fire of Gop's juſtice, '? 
and all thoſe terrible attributes, when we ſee them all ſatis- 
hed fully in Cyr1sT: for Cyr1sT with his righteouſneſs | 
could go through the juſtice of Gov, having ſatisfied it to 
the full for us. And we being clothed with his righteouſ- N 
neſs and ſatisfaction, may go through too. It is the cha- 
racter of a judicious, believing, chriſtian foul to value the 
righteouſneſs of CHRIST out of himſelf, labouring, living 


and dying, to appear in that *.“ 


* See Dr. $:5b;*s Sermons * on the Union and Communion betwixt CRI r 
© and his Church, and conſequently between him and every believing ſoul.” Should 
any, from a view of theſe excellent ſentences, be defirous of ſeeing the book, if it 
is not to be met with, there is an extract from the Doctor's works lately pub- 
liſhed by the Rev, Mr, I. Weſty, M. A. late Fellow of Lincoln-College, in the 
tenth volume of his © Chriſtian Library,” from which theſe ſweet goſpel-ſentencss 


are taken: Which may be had at the Foundery, 


I can- 
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J cannot finiſh this epiſtle, without affectionately exhorting 


and earneſtly wiſhing my dear Friend, to be © ſtrong in the 


grace which is in CHRIST JEsUs.” Therefore ſhall con- 


clude in thoſe ſuitable words, to excite to this, of Luther, that 
champion of free grace, that fon of conſolation to afflicted 


conſciences. See his expoſition on the Galatians —melitate 
on them pray over them may the Lokp apply them with 


comfort to your ſoul ! Says he: The comfort is this, that 
© in ſerious conflicts and terrors, wherein the feeling of ſin, 
© heavineſs of ſpirit, deſperation, and ſuch like, are very 
6 ſtrong, (for they enter deeply into the ſpirit, and mightily 
© aſſault it) thou muſt not follow thine own feeling, for if 
© thou doſt, thou wilt ſay; I feel the horrible terrors of the 
© law, and the tyranny of fin, not only rebelling againſt me, 
© but alſo ſubduing me and leading me captive, and I feel no 
© comfort or righteouſneſs at all; therefore I am a ſinner, 
© and not righteous. And if I be a finner, then am I guilty 
© of everlaſting death. But againſt this feeling thou muſt 
© wreſtle and ſay: Although I feel myſelf utterly overwhelmed 
and ſwallowed up with fin, and my heart telleth me that 
© Gop is offended and angry with me, yet indeed it is not 
© true, but that my own ſenſe and feeling fo judgeth, contrary 
© to the word of Gop, which teacheth a far other thing, 
© namely, * that Gop is near unto them who are of a trou- 
© bled heart, and faveth them who are of an humble ſpitit,“ 
* Pſalm xxxiv. 18. Alſo © he deſpiſeth not an humble and 
& contrite heart,” Pſalm li. 17. but looketh in love and pity 
© to him who trembleth at his word, Wherefore when the law 
© accuſeth and fin terrifieth thee, and thou fecleft nothing but 
© the wrath and judgment of Gop, deſpair not for all that, 
© take unto thee the armour of Gon, the ſhicld of faith, the 
© helmet of hope, and the ſword of the SvikiT, and try how 
good and valiant thou art; theſe weapons are given thee for 
© uſe; thou muſt have trials to exerciſe them. 
© Lay hold of CHRISH by faith, who is the Lorp of law 
© and fin, and of all things elſe which accompany them, 
G 2 Be. 
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© Believing in him, thou art © juſtified from all things,” 
© which thing, reaſon, and the feeling of thine own heart, 
© when thou art tempted do not tell thee, but the word of 
© Gop. Moreover, in the midſt of theſe conflicts and terrors, 
© which often return and exerciſe thee, wait thou patiently 
* through hope for righteouſneſs which thou haſt now by 
© faith. But thou wilt ſay, I feel not myſelf to have any 
© righteouſneſs, or at leaſt I feel it but very little. Thou muſt 
© not feel but believe thou haſt righteouſneſs. And except thou 
< believe that thou art righteous, thou doſt great injury to 
< CarIsT, who hath cleanſed, thee by the waſhing of water 
through the word, who alſo died upon the croſs, condemned 
© ſin, killed death, that through him thou mightcſt obtain 
© RIGHTEOUSNESS, and everlaſting life.” 

May our bleſſed Saviour make you as happy in your expe- 
rience as you are here wiſely directed to be, is the fervent 
wilh of 

| Yours affectionately, 


W. Al. 
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LETTER I. 


GOD hath made Cur 1sT to be SANCTIFICATION 70 Us, 
1 Cor. i. 30. 


IVherefore comfort one another with theſe words, 1 Theſſ. iv. 18. 


Dear FRIEND, 


Well know by experience, and therefore can ſo freely teſti- 
fy, that theſe three things naturally tend to deje and diſ- 
treſs the minds of real chriſtians : 
aft, A fight and ſenſe that we are in ourſelves ſinners. 


adly, A 


% 
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2dly, A knowledge that we are in ourſelves deſtitute of 
righteouſneſs. And, 

3dly, By daily experience we find that we are alſo the ſub- 
jects of an unholy nature. 

I am fully aſſured alſo, and am therefore bold to declare, 
that nothing can relieve the mind, and adminiſter ſolid com- 
fort to the conſcience of real chriſtians under this ſight, know- 
ledge and experience, but the goſpel of the grace of Gon. 
For that aſſures us, that the Son of Gop came into our world, 
and was made manifeſt in our fleſh, for theſe very ends and 


purpoſes, 
1ſt, To be made fin for us, that he might take away our 


fins. 

2dly, To be made righteouſneſs to us, that he might ;uſtify 
our perſons. And, 

3dly, To be made ſanctification in us, that we being parta- 
kers of his holineſs, might be thereby made meet for his glory. 
Therefore the belief of this, is ever to be oppoſed to the ſenſe 
and feeling of what we are in ourſelves. For from hence 
ſpring the peace of our conſcience, the comfort of our lives, 
and the joy of our hearts; as well alſo, as the holineſs of our 
walk. Can we then, my dear Friend, ever dwell too much 
in meditation upon what our heavenly Friend hath done for 
us, what our beloved Saviour is made to us ? 

I know not what bleſſing our LorD hath cauſed you to reap 
from my two former addreſſes; but this I know, and to the 
glory of his rich grace, am glad to declare, that in writing 
upon thoſe evangelical ſubjects, my own ſoul was much im- 
preſſed with their importance, and much refreſhed with their 
ſweetneſs. Therefore I again plough in hope, and ſow in ex- 
pectation, praying our Loxp to cauſe both him who ſows, 
and you who reap, to rejoice together. O may he be pleaſed 
to direct my eye ſingly to his word, as our rule, and to his glo- 
ry as my aim! While I conſider in this addreſs to you, what 


I propoſed, 
Thirdly, 


[ 54 ] 


Thirdly, This myſtery of our moſt holy faith, CHRIST 
made of Gop ſanctification to us, and the neceſſity of holding 
this in a pure conſcience. 

But, that we know the pride of the human heart, and are 
acquainted with the ſelf-ſufficiency of fallen man, we ſhould 
ftand amazed to hear the common outcry againſt goſpel- myſte- 
ries, And from the enmity of the carnal mind againſt Gon, 
we ſhould ſhudder to hear thoſe very © free grace truths,” in 
which alone conſiſts the hope and the ſalvation of poor ſin- 
ners, branded with the odium of producing licentious conſe- 
quences, But in ſuch perſons we ſee indeed St. Jude's words 
truly verified, they . ſpeak evil of thoſe things which they 
c know not,” verſe 10. As they are ſtrangers to the grace 
of Gor, which bringeth ſalvation; ſo they are ignorant of 
the nature of © the precious faith of God's elect, which work- 
eth by love.” Therefore they only ſpeak the language which 

corrupt nature dictates. The words of their tongues betray the 
enmity of their hearts againſt Gop, and the corruption of their 
judgments concerning his truths. 

Hence, it is no wonder, that our ears are made to tingle 
with ſuch ungodly ſpeeches as theſe, *© If I could once believe, 
that CHRIST was ſo made fin for me, as that the LorD hath laid 
all my iniquities upon CHRIST, and lays no fin to my charge 
to condemn me for ; nor ſees no fin in me, for which he will 
damn me, why then I wouLD live juſt as I lift, for what 
harm can fin do me? and if I could be once perſuaded, that 
CHRIST is ſo made of Gop righteouſneſs to me, that I am 
viewed by the Loxp as perfectly righteous in his fight, why 
then I wouLD give myſelf no concern, whether I lived © ſo- 
© berly, righteouſly and godly? in this preſent world, or not, 
for what does it ſignify ? Now here corrupt nature ſpeaks like 
itſelf, Such is the genuine language of man's boaſted free-will : 
fuch is the generous diſpoſition of his corrupt heart : ſuch the 
noble ſentiments of his carnal reaſon. Fot as*ajcreature fallen 
from Gop, when left to ſpeak and act like himſelf, man diſ- 

| covers 
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covers his averſion to God's truths, his enmity againſt Gop's 
will, and what abuſe he would make of God's love; and 
therefore, becauſe the “grace of Gop abounds,” he would 
from hence take pleaſure to continue in fin,” Hence you 
ſee it is plain from whence ſuch impious language proceeds. 

But you, my Friend, have not ſo learned CHRIST. He 
has delivered you from ſuch a vain converſation. You are 
dead to ſuch profane language. For believers in Cyr1sT are 
no more left to themſelves to live as they liſt, than they are to 
talk as corrupt nature dictates, For they find by experience, 
that chriſtianity is more a nature than a name; more a life 
than a profeſſion, That it is a divine life of love in their ſouls; 
a life of faith upon the Son of Gop, as made of Gop fin for 
us, righteouſneſs 79 us, and ſanctification ix us. 

You, my dear correſpondent, have been taught to know 
the glory of Go p, ſhining in the perſon of his beloved Son. 
You have been enabled to believe in JIEsus, as the ſinner's 
loving Friend and almighty Saviour. But yet, becauſe you 
daily find yourſelf the ſubject of a nature which is unholy; 
ſeeing that “ in you, that is, in your fleſh, there dwelleth no 
« good thing ;” therefore your ſoul is often in bondage to 
fear, whether you have part or lot in JesUus: Hence your 
mind 1s exerciſed with doubts, and your conſcience is ſorely 
diſtreſſed at feaſons. So that you are ready to write bitter 
things againſt yourſelf, to call your hope in queſtion, by ſuch 
reaſoning as this: Have I faith in Caur1sr Jesus? can i 
rank myſelf among the children of God, by faith in his Son? 
Though I do verily believe, that Gop made CHRISH to be 
fin for us, and righteouſneſs to us, yet how can I enjoy the 
comfort of this, who find and feel daily, that I am a ſinner, 
the ſubject of an unholy nature; therefore what comfort of 
hope, what conſolation from the love and ſalvation of Jesvs 
can I take to myſelf?* The ſubject of this letter is humbly 
intended to ſolve your doubts, to ſcatter your fears, to eſta- 
bliſh your faith, to animate your hope, to ſtir up your love, 
ſo as to quicken your peace in the ways of Gop. Suffer me, 
before I enter upon my intended plan, juſt to premiſe, that 
it 1$ 
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it is moſt true, there is in the heart of every believer in Jesvs 
an inward evidence of his being intereſted in the law-fulfilling 
righteouſneſs, and the fin-atoning ſacrifice of the Son of 
Gop; and this evidence is faith. For © faith is the ſub- 
&« ſtance,” or ſubſiſtence in the mind, of things hoped for, 
tc and the evidence,” or demonſtration to the ſoul of the real- 
lity © of things not ſeen, inviſible to the ſenſes,” but which 
are revealed in God's word. Now this faith dwells in the 
hearts of all real chriſtians only. To all ſuch CHRIST is 
made ſanCtification ; they are united to him, have life in him, 
and holineſs from him here, and ſhall certainly live and reign 
with him in glory hereafter. But it is as true, that this divine 
faith is ever liable to be oppoſed by the unbelief of our corrupt 
nature; reſiſted by the legality of our hearts, and obſcured 
and clouded by the carnality of our affections. For the ſub- 
jects of faith, while in the body, are ſons of fallen Adam, as 
well as ſons of the living Gop; are members of the firſt 
Adam according to the fleſh, as well as members of the ſecond 
Adam after the SpIRIT : They are men of corrupt natures, 
as well as chriſtians renewed in the ſpirit of their minds ; 
they are ſubjects as well of a body of ſin and death, as of a 
ſpirit of righteouſneſs and life, Now this being conſidered, 
is it at all to be wondered #t that the clouds of ignorance, 
the miſts of carnal reaſon, the fogs of corruption, and the 
thick vapours of unbelief, ſhould at times ariſe from our cor- 
rupt, earthly, ſenſual nature? Is it not hence, that our minds 
are clouded, our views are darkned, as to our faith in IE sus, 
what he is made 70 us, what he hath done for us, and what 
he is doing in us? 

Therefore ſhould it ſeem ſtrange to us, if when under ſuch 
circumſtances, like perſons overtaken by darkneſs, we ſhould 
miſtake and draw wrong concluſions of ourſelves, about our 
ſtate, our way and our ſafety ; ſo as to be brought into fears 
where really no fear is? Do we not frequently ſee in nature 
that when the ſun ſhines bright in comforting heat and 
chearing influences, all creation appears in livelineſs and 


gaiety ? 
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Pacty? But, at other ſeaſons, miſts, clouds and vapours, 

which ariſe from the earth, intercept, darken and obſcure the 
comforting ſhining of the ſun to our view. Still do weeven then 
conclude, that we never ſaw the ſun's enlivening rays, or that 
we neyer felt its genial influences? No: not even in the dark- 
eſt ſhades of the night; nor in the gloomy aſpect of winter, 
can we thus conclude, Juſt fo is it, with reſpect to our fight 
and feeling of the comforts of the Sun of righteouſneſs, in * 
power and influence upon our ſouls. 

Shall I ſay, there are many things, or rather, that all and 
every thing in our corrupt nature, tend to eclipſe his glory to 
our view, and to deprive our fouls of his comforts ? Say then, 
my believing Friend, is it not eaſy to be accounted for, that at 
ſome ſeaſons, even the deareſt children of Gop, by faith in 
CarisT JesRvs, ſhould be ready to queſtion, whether they 
have the evidence of faith within them ? whether they have 
fellowſhip with JesUs ? and whether CHRIsT hath commu- 
nicated his holineſs to them, as being made of Gop ſanctifi- 
cation in them? yea, ſuch holy fouls, from the ſtrong ſenſe 
and feeling of fin abounding in them, the fight of vile luſts 
and abominable corruptions, which they ſtill find themſelves 
the ſubjects of, may cauſe them at ſeaſons to ſuſpect, whe- 
ther they really are made partakers of CHRIST, or not. But 
notwithſtanding all ſuch doubts and fears, with which they 
are exerciſed, we are warranted by Divine Truth to aſſert, 
that ſuch perſons may be, and really are, the objects of Gop 
the Father's everlaſting love, intereſted in Gop the Son's re- 
demption, and are therefore made the ſubjects of Gop the 
Spirit's ſanctification, becauſe they are by him poſſeſſed of 
e the belief of the truth.“ 

For, if you will not allow this, you muſt entirely con- 
demn the goodly fellowſhip of the prophets, the glorious com- 
pany of the apoſtles, the noble army of martyrs, the holy 
church throughout the world, yea the whole generation of 
God's ſaints in every age as unſanctified: For they were 
“all men of like paſſions” with ourſelves. They one and all 


felt the ruins of their fallen nature, and groned under the bur- 
HH den 
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den of a body of fin, and of death. And though they all 
delighted in the law of Gop after the inward man, yet they 
„ ſaw another law in their members, warring againſt the law 
of the'r minds, and bringing them into captivity to the law 
&« of ſin, which was in their members,” Rom. vii. 22, 23. 80 
that you ſee, as to your frames and your experience, ſo far from 
being ſingular, they are the common lot of all the ſaints of 
Gop, while in the body, who were once upon earth, but are 
now in glory : as well as thoſe who are now in the body tra- 
velling to glory. You are alſo called to © fight the good fight 
& of faith,” which implies enemies within as well as without; 
domeſtic, as well as foreign. You are exhorted, Be not 
& flothful, but a follower of them, who through faith and 
& patience inherit the promiſes,” though many things with- 
in you, as well as without you, tend to impede and hinder 
you. In order therefore, through divine grace, to animate 
our minds, to quicken our diligence, to excite our faith, to 
encourage our hope, and to ſtrengthen our patience in running 
the heavenly race, let us conſider, 


1ſt, That Car1sT of God is actually made ſanctification 
in every believer, 

2dly, The bleſſed effects which are hereby anſwered in and 
upon them. But yet, 

3dly, That theſe ſubjects of CHRIST's ſanctification, are 
alto the ſubjects of an unholy nature. And, 

Athly, The abſolute neceſſity of holding in a pure con- 
ſcience this important myſtery of our faith, CHRIST made 
ſanCtiacation to us. 


_ iſt, CaurisT of Gop is ths made fſanCtification in 
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every believer. This is the one and only way, in which any of 


the ſinful ſons of Alam are made partakers of that “ holineſs, 
& without which no man ſhall ſee the Lokxp,“ Heb. xii. 14. 
but here it is abſolutely neceſſary to keep cloſe to the word of 
God, left we ſhould be led into errors by the notions of men. 


There is much taik about, and great contention for holineſs 
and 
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and perfection. But yet, we ſee, many great and pretended 
advocates for ſanctification, who are not © ſound in the 
&« faith.” They are like the Papiſts, who aim intirely to ſubvert 
one eſſential article of our moſt holy faith, to build up their 
unſcriptural notions upon the ruins of it. For, as they are 
utterly averſe to the ſeripture- doctrine of CyRIST s rizhteouſ- 
neſs being imputed to us ſinners. to couſtitute us 11gureous in 
the ſight of Gop; ſo in oppaſition to this they think we are 
made righteous before Gop by our .¹] works of ch<*dience 
to his law. Hence as they naturally err 14 point cf righteouſ- 
neſs, which is a per ſecs eonfoimity tc {32D 5 ri.trtcous law; 
ſo from a legal ſpirit they are 1d on to angthermiſtabe about 
holineſs,” which is nothing leſs thin partaking of the divine 
nature, or CHRIST being made ſanctifivation in us. But they 
imagine, that holineſs is to be acquired by us. 2nC , e 
ſanctified by our holy walk and works. Now, % to th. fo. 
mer miftake about righteouſneſs, in order to keep 1:7 a v4i1), 
legal confidence, that they are righteous in themlicives, they 
are forced to have recourſe to another dangerous error, even 
to © make void the law” through their faith, For, after all, 
their natural efforts, and legal ſtrivings, to get righteouſneſs, 
they yet find, and are forced to own, that there are ſtill found 
in them ſome things which are not exactly right.“ Therefore 
they ſet aſide the perfection, purity and ſpirituality of the law, 
in order to accommodate it to their ſtate. Hence we hear this 
unſcriptural jargon, that our ſincerity is accepted inſtead of 
perfect obe lience and of our being perfect according to 
© the law of love.” But here the perfect rule of judgment is 
dropt by them : Self is exalted : the glory of our precious 
CHRIST is eclipſed : his perfect work debaſed: ard the faith 
of what he is made to us, hath done for us, and doth in us, is 
made void. | 
For, if ſanctification or holineſs is not duly conſidered, as 
partook of from union to CHRIST T, fcilowſhip with CHRIST, 
and communication of grace out of the fulneſs of CHRIST, 
through faith; but as what is to be acquired by our own la- 


bour, activity and dilizence, then we ſnall only aim, as St. 
H 2 Paul 


—ͤ— — ͥͤ F— —— T——__— 


[ fo ] 


Paul tells the Galatians, to be made perfect by the fleſh,” 
chap. iii. 3. and ſo, © not holding the head CnRISsYJEsus, 
© from which all the body, by joints and bands, having nou- 
tc rjiſhment miniſtred and knit together, increaſeth with the 
&© increaſe which is of Gop,” Cel. ii. 19. we ſhall miſtake 
the effects for the cauſe ; put the fruits of holineſs in the place 
of the root; imagine holineſs of walk and converſation, which 
we are ſo conſtantly exhorted to in the word, to be the cauſe 
of our ſanctification. And from ſuch miſtakes it is, that we 
hear ſuch diſhonourable ſentiments to our dear LoR D, and fo 
diſtreſſing to his believing members, as theſc, that perſons 
© may be juſtified, and receive forgiveneſs of fins, through 
* faith in the blood of CHRIST, and yet be damned at laſt for 
© want of holineſs. Strange | but pray, my dear Friend, doth 
not ſome of this leaven of a legal ſpirit ſtill cleave to you alſo ? 
If ſo, no wonder if your comforts are at a low ebb, while your 
fears and diſtreſſes {well like the flowing tide. But how con- 
trary this to the whole current teſtimony of the ſcripture : 
how debaſing to the love of our ever-loving Saviour? How 
can he be ſaid to faye to the uttermoſt all thoſe who come 
« unto Gon by him,” if any believer in him (and all ſuch 
do come unto Gop by him) is loſt for want of holineſs ? 
Doth ChRISTH ever live to pray for them?“ Heb. vii. 25. 
But do not his prayers prevail? hath he redeemed them from 
their ſins by his blood ? hath he juſtified them by his righ- 
teouſneſs through faith? and yet is he not able to ſanctify 
them by his Spixir? doth his love, or his power towards 
them fail, that chey are loft to periſh? This is flatly to con- 
tradict the Loh of truth, who declares, ** he who believeth 
«© HATH everlaſting life, and ſhall not come into condemna- 
&« tion, but IS paſſed from death unto life,” John v. 24. 
How could inſpired Paul aſſert of every believer, that“ Gop 
&« hath bleſſed them with ALL ſpiritual bleſſings in CHRIST 
„ Ixsus,“ Eph. i. 3. and that“ CHRIsT is of Gov made 


e ſanctification to them,” while they were yet deſtitute of | 


holineſs, and left at laſt to periſh for want of it ? If fo, how 


dared * 
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dared he to declare, * whom God juſtified, them he alſo glo- 
& rified ?” Rom. viii. 30. 

O ſhocking ! O daring inſult upon the love, the grace, and 
the truth of our God and Saviour! And how do ſuch tenets 
tend to cauſe weak hands and dejected hearts, among his diſ- 
ciples? But ſuch miſtakes naturally ariſe from not conſidering, 
that by having CaRr1sT we poſſeſs all things in him. His 
blood is ours to cleanſe us from fin; his righteouſneſs is ours 
to juſtify our perſons; his SP1IR1T is ours to ſanctify our 
ſouls; his whole finiſhed ſalvation is ours to bring us to 
heaven. All is ſecured to us in covenant love; all is made 
ſure to us by precious promiſes ; all is confirmed to us by the 
ſolemn oath of JEHovan); all is beſtowed upon us by free gift 
of rich grace; and all is enjoyed by us in fellowſhip with 
CHR1sT by faith. But while perſons views are fixed upon 


' themſelves, looking to themſelves, inſtead of looking to 


CnRISTH; expecting to find that they are righteous in them- 
ſelves, inſtead of believing that they are righteous in CHRISTH] 
making their own righteouſneſs the ground of their hope to- 
wards Gop, and to keep up in their minds confidence of his 
favour towards them; it is no wonder that they divide aſunder 
what God hath joined together, ſanctification from juſtifica- 
tion, holineſs from believers in CyRIsT, and ſalvation from 
faith, But where this is done, it is to the miſleading of ma- 
ny, and to the diſtreſſing of more, concerning the hope of 
the goſpel. Therefore beware, my dear Friend, of ſuch no- 
tions. In this legal way, men are only driven from fin by 
the law, urged on to duty merely to ſatisfy conſcience, and 
inſtigated to what they call holineſs, in order to maintain a 
high opinion of themſelves. For we ſee their own holineſs, 
which they acquire, is advanced in their eſteem above and 
beyond the perfect work and finiſhed ſalvation of the Son of 
Gop; and their notion of their own righteouſneſs is eſta- 
bliſhed in them, in oppoſition to the righteouſneſs of CHRIS 
imputed to them. Here is the riſe and ſpring of all the ſuper- 
ſtitious errors of the Papiſis. Hence the rigour and auſterities 
with which they afflict their bodies, their pilgrimages, their 
penances, 
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penances, with a long et cetera of unſcriptural impoſitions, 
and all as they think to make themſelves holy ; and doubtleſs 
many of them are very ſincere too in all they do. And upon 
ſuch principles all this is very natural, and quite conſiſtent. 
But, alas! all the pretended holineſs in the world, which 
ſprings not from union with ChRISH through © the belief of 
the truth,” is of no account in the ſight of Gon. 

But, is this the holineſs which proceeds from CHRISTH be- 
ing made ſanCtification to us? Is this the holineſs which flows 
from him, by the power of the SPIRIT through faith? No, 
verily ; it ſprings not from “ the belief of the truth,” with 
which “ the ſanctification of the SPIRIT” is inſeparably con- 
nected ; and both are the fruits of Gop having choſen us 
e from the beginning to ſalvation,” 2 The. ii. 13. All ſuch 
notions are not from the faith of the goſpel, but are the ef- 
fects of a legal ſpirit: They ever gender to bondage. For 
wherever they prevail in the mind, that foul is ever under 
bondage to fear, only while he can fondly keep up a vain 
hope, and an unſcriptural good opinion of himſelf for his own 
goodneſs and holineſs. And the more ſincere any ſoul is in 


this way, ſo much the more will he find himſelf the ſubject of 4 


anxious doubts and diſtreſſing fears. For not having “ caſt 
& the anchor of his hope into that which is within the ve], 
© whicher the forerunner is for us entered, even JEsUs,” 
Heb, vi. 19. but upon himſelf, therefore his ſoul is not kept 
& ſure and ſteady, like a ſhip which rides at anchor; but is 
toſſed hither and thither by the power of every blaſt and wave 
of temptation. 

It was abſolutely neceſſary to drop theſe few hints of cau- 
tion to my dear Friend; for theſe errors are not leſs common 
than dangerous; not leſs injurious, than they are exploded 
by the word of Gop. To perſons of this ſtamp, thus ſaith 
the LorD, © They are a ſmoke in my noſe, and a fire which 
„ burneth all the da, who lay,” to their fellow-finners, 


with an air of pride and diſdain, “ Stand by thyfelf: come 4 


e not ncar me, I am holier than thou,” Ja. Ixv. 5. No W- 


this language is very natural to thoſe who think they have 
acquired : 
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acquired ſuch a pitch of holineſs, by the power of their own 
free-will and aſſiduity, as to ſet them above the level of their 
fellow-mortals. No niarvel that they truſt in it, boaſt of it, 
and exalt themſelves for it; it kceps up their own impor- 
tance; it feeds the van.ty of human nature. See, a ftriking 
picture, drawn by him who knew what is in man, in the con- 
traſt of the ſelf-righteous Phariſee and the ſelf-abaſed Publi- 
can. * JEsUs ſpake this parable ro certain who TRUSTED 
«© IN THEMSELVES THAT THEY WERE RIGHTEOUS,” Luke 
Xviii. 9. Mind, take eſpecial notice of this. That moment 
you begin © to truſt in yourſelf that you are righteous,” this 
parable ſtares you in the face; you fall under the cenſure of 
it. AND DESPISED OTHERS,” This is a natural conſe- 
quence of a ſelf-righteous ſpirit. Pride and cenſoriouſneſs 
are inſeparable companions. Hence it is our LoRD ſo ſeverely 
reproves, and ſo ſharply rebukes ſuch a ſpirit. Yea, he moſt 
vehemently charges us, with a double caution, ** Take heed 
and alſo beware of the leaven of the doctrine of the [ſelf- 
e righteous] Phariſees,” att. xvi. 6. 

Though no people upon the face of the earth appeared 
more devout, carried their pretenſions of righteouſneſs to a 
higher pitch, nor ſhewed «greater zeal for holineſs; yet not- 
withſtanding all this, againſt ſinners of no ſtamp or character, 
was the meek Lamb of Gop, the tender-hearted Friend of 
ſinners, ever carried out in ſuch vehement indignation, as 
againſt the telf-righteous Phariſees. And in the molt ſolemn 
manner he aſſures us, ** Publicans and harlots go into the 
© kingdom of heaven before the ſelf- righteous,” Matt. 
xxi. 31. As ſelf-righteouſneſs takes its riſe from ignorance 
of the law of Gop, ſo it is nouriſhed by pride, which reſiſts 
the truth of Gop, and theſe mutually ſtrengthen unbelief 
againſt the grace of Gop. Hence men are ſooner brought 
from profaneneſs of life, than ſelf-righteouſneſs of ſpirit. 

And indeed it is one, and an eſſential evidence of IEsus being 
made ſanctification in us,when we are ſeparated from our natu- 
ral views, and proud, unbelieving, unſcriptura! notions of our 
own righteouſneſs and holineſs. For as well in ſanctifying 
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the ſoul, and making it meet for glory, as in juſtifying the 
ſinner and giving him a title to glory, Gop ſecures all the 
honour to the riches of his own grace, and all the glory to 
his own beloved Son. Therefore CRRIST JEsUs is made of 
Gop ſanctification to us, that no fleſh ſhould glory in his 
«© preſence,” as though holineſs of nature was acquired by 
fallen man. But that, according as is written, he who 
« glorieth, let him glory in the Lorp,” 1 Cor. i. 29, 30. 
glory alone of what he is in the Lon Jxsus, and what 
CHr1sT is made unto him.” 

And O, when a ſinner in the views of faith, and in the 
light of Gop's glorious truth and grace, b-holds the righ- 
teouſneſs of JEsVs imputed to him, and CaRrIsT made ſanc- 
tification in him, how is his righteous, holy, happy ſoul fired 
wich love to Gop ! How is he encouraged againſt the face of 
every enemy and oppoſer? It is hence he has undaunted cou- 
rage to withſtand fin, to reſiſt ſatan, to anſwer every charge 
and curſe of the law, to vanquiſh temptation, to face death, 
and not to dread an awful approaching judgment. For he 
believes, that the ſame Lord who is to be his judge, is both 
his righteouſneſs and his ſanctification. Well therefore may 
he take up this triumphant challenge, If Gop be for me, 
« who ſhall be againſt me?—Who ſhall lay any thing to 
the charge of Gop's elect?“ For verily Jesus, the humble 
man, JEsUs the eternal Gop, is actually made ſanctification 
to every ſinful ſon of man who believes in him. This, my 
beloved Friend, will appear moſt plain and clear, by conſi- 
dering the following particulars. 

iſt, From the deſign of CHRIST being given of Gop. 
© Gop gave him to be head over all things to his body the 
« church,“ Eph. i. 22, 23. Every believer is a member of 
the church of Gop, therefore is holy. For the temple of 
« Go is holy, which temple ye are,” ſaith Paul to all be- 
lievers, 1 Cor. iii. 17. Every believer is a member of CarIsT's 
body; now ye are the a of CaRrIsT, and members in 


1 Cer, xii. 27. therefore he is holy. 
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2dly, From the end of CHRIST giving himſelf. He 
© loved the church, and gave himſelf for it.” To what end? 
« that he might ſanctify and cleanſe it with the waſhing of 
ce the water,” by the word, Eph. v. 25, 26. Every believer 
is „ waſhed, and ſanctified, 1 Cor. vi. 11. and therefore is 
holy. 

Ls From the gift of the SPIRIT. JEsos being glorified, 
the SPIRIT is given. All believers in CHRIST © are an 
* habita on of Gov through the SPIRIT,” Eph. ii. 22. The 
SPIRIT cf GoD dwelleth in them, 1 Czr. iti. 6. Hence they 
are fſanctified by the SPIRIT of our Gop, 1 Cor. vi. 11. 
therefore are holy. 

Athly, Believers are holy, a: being born of the Sy1rIT. 
& Whoſoever believeth that Jxsos is the CHRIST, is born of 
„ Gor,” 1 J v. 1. As by natural generation we derive 
an unholy nature from our parents; ſo by a ſpiritual birth 
into CHRIST, we are born into a new ſtate, and partake of 
a holy nature in CHRIST jesUs. As Gop the Father who 
begets, is holy; as Gop tne SPIRIT, who regenerates, is 
holy; as Gop the Son, into whole image believers are born, 
is holy: ſo every believing, neu- born perſon is alſo holy. 
Every believer in CHRIST is born again of the SPIRIT, and 
every one who is born of the SPIRIT, is a holy believer, 


© The ſov'reign will of Gop alone 
* Creates us heirs of grace, 
© Born in the image of his Son 
A new, and holy race.“ WATTS. 


5thly, It is evident, from the nature of faith which is given 
them. By faith, the ſons of men have fellowſhip with the 
Son of Gop. By faith, they enjoy the happy ſenſe of union 
to Cfr1sT, communion with CHRIST, and communication 
of holineſs from CRISsT. For © he who is joined unto the 
* LoRD, is one SPIRIT with him,” 1 Cor. vi. 17. All be- 
lievers are vitally united to CHRIST ; they are members of 
him; they partake of the ſame SPIRIT in meaſure, which 
I dwelt 
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dwelt in their Head without meaſure, and therefore they can- 
not be deſtitute of ſanctification. For, is CHRISH the root 
holy? fo are all the branches. Is CHRIST the head holy? fo 
are all his members. Yea, they all partake of one and the 
ſame life. CHRIST is their life.” Therefore thus teſtifies 
the Head in glory, of each and every one of his belicving 
members, they are ſanctified by faith which is in me,” As 
xxvi. 18. And thus ſpeaketh the voice of inſpiration, ©* Both 
& he who ſanctifieth, and they who are ſanctified, are all of 
4 one,” Heb. ii. 11. They are children of one Father, Gop: 
are of one nature with the Son of Gop : are partikers of one 
SpiniT: are all of one covenant, of which CHRIST is the 
ſurety : and are * created in one and the ſame image, in righ- 
c teouſneſs and true holineſs,” Eph. iv. 24. 

So alſo, the apoſtle aſſerts, “ If any man be in CHRIST 


* JEsvus, he is a new creature,” 2 Cor. v. 17. Believers are in 


CHaRisT, and therefore are partakers of a new and holy na- 
ture. They have new hearts created in them, and new ſpi- 
rits given to them, So the beloved diſciple declares, * He 
& who hath the Son, hath life,” hath the life of Gon, the 
life of holineſs, everlaſting life, reſtored to him, which he 
loſt by the fall. Now what is meant by having the Son, but 
believing on him, receiving him into our hearts by faith? 
* As many as received him, that is, believed on his name, to 
e them gave he the right or privilege of being the ſons of 
„ Gop,” Fon i. 12. And therefore, that very moment that 
any poor ſinner believes on the Son of Gop, he has an un- 
doubted right to this enjoyment; he has fellowſhip with 
CHRIST, and CHRIST actually is his ſanctification. Hence 
alſo it is, that faith in IEsus is called, “ our moſt holy faith,” 
Jude ver. 20. Becauſe it is the gift of the HoLy SpirIT, 


and receives the holy Son of Gop, together with a holy na- 


ture, and a holy life, into our very ſouls, 


Again, it is frequently aſſerted, that believers on the Son | 
of God © Have everlaſting life,” therefore they are holy. 
For „without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Loxp:“ But 
believers ſhall ſce the LoRD, and enjoy everlaſting life in his 
preſence ; | 
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preſence ; therefore, believers are poſſeſſed of holineſs. Take 
notice, my beloved, after the apoſtle had enumerated the abo- 
minable ſins, which are natural to man in his ſtate of unbe- 
lief, he ſays to his believing Corinthians, Such were ſome of 
« you ;” and adds, © but ye are waſhed;“ cleanſed from them 
all in the blood of the Lamb, © But ye are juttified,” freed 
from them all in the righteouſneſs of the Lamb. * But ye 
« are ſanctiſied, ſeparated from them all, ſo as to hate them 
all; and all this is effected, in the name of our LoRD Je- 
&« gus, and by the SPIRIT of our Gon,“ 1 Cor. vi. It. 

See now, here is the concurrence of the holy and bleſled 
Trinity, in the waſhing, juſtifying, and ſanctifying theſe 
poor ſinners. Here is the love of Gop, the Father of our 
« Lorp Jesus CHRIST, in bleſſing them with all ſpiritual 
c bleflings:” It was in CaRisT, therefore “ through his 
&« name” they received them: And it was by the HoLy Spi- 
RIT of God, they were beſtowed upon them. Therefore. 
men might juſt as ſoon divide the will, the love and the grace 
of the holy, bleſſed and glorious Trinity, as to ſeparate ſanc- 
tification from juſtification z holineſs from faith; or the life 
of CHRIST and the holineſs of his nature, as our covenant- 
head from the hearts of helievers. And hence allo, it is plain, 
that all the ſons ef Gop, by faith in CyrisT JEsvs, are all 
heirs of Gop and joint-heirs with CHRIST JEsUs of eternal 
glory; and by CHRISH being made of Gop ſanctification to 
them, they are all made meet for it; for they are all holy, 
And this farther appears : 

6thly, From the appellations which are given to believers in 
the word of truth. They are “ ſanctified in CHRIS JEsus,” 
1 Cor. i. 2. are called “ ſaints in CHRIST,“ Phil. i. 1.— 
holy brethren,” Zeb. iii. 1.—are © partakers of CHRIST,“ 
chap. iii. 14.—“ partakers of his holineſs,” chap. xii. 10. 
5 partakers of the divine nature, 2 Pet. i. 4. And as holy 
brethren of CHRIST, and partakers of the heavenly calling to 
CHRIST, they are exhorted to conſider the apoſtle and high- 
prieſt of their profeſſion, who * hath ſanctified them by his 


blood,“ Heb. ix. 1, 12, 13. to conſider the life they have 
12 received 


ful heart rejoice in JEsus. 


[ 68 ] 


received from him, the holineſs they partake of in him, the 
ſanctification which of Gop he is made to them, that ſo they 
may rejoice and give glory to him; and not be dejected as 
though they were deſtitute of holineſs here, as their meetneſs 
for glory hereafter. Therefore, I would call on you, my be- 
lieving Friend, to conſider IEsus. Conſider his love, Con- 
ſider what he hath done for you: Conſider what he is made 
to you, Therefore lift up your hands which hang down ; 
let your feeble knees be ſtrengthened; let your ſorrow- 
For as verily, as you have 
faith in his name, he is made ſanctification to you. And 
therefore you alſo ſhould join with all the ſanctified in 
CrnrisT JESUS in their delightful work. For it appears that 
believers are holy, and made meet for glory, from 
This laſt conſideration, which I ſhall mention. Believers 
are found © giving thanks unto Gop the Father, who hath 
« made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the ſaints 
« in light,” Col. i. 12. They could not be meet for glory 
without holineſs; but they were made meet, therefore they 
were made holy, They give thanks for what they actually 
are made, even Now in this preſent time, they are not look- 
ing to ſome future period, but the work is already done in and 
upon them, They now partake of meetneſs in CHRIST their 
head. They live in faith and hope, having the Sp1rIT, as an 
earneſt and pledge of their ſure enjoyment of the heavenly in- 
heritance, therefore they give thanks for this meetneſs, and 
are ſatisfied with it, and are looking for no other. For Gop 
« hath delivered them from the power of darknels, and haih 
& tranſlated them into the kingdom of his dear Son,” 
Cal. i. 13. Therefore they know, by CHRISH being made of 
Gop righteouſneſs to them, they have a right and title to the 
heavenly inheritance; and by CHRIS being made janctifica- 
tion in them, they have a meetneſs for it. Thus our Lord's 
prayer to his Father is anſwered upon them, © Sanctify them 
cc throus 1h thy truth,” (for they are ſanctiſied by the SpIRIT, 
through the belief of the truth) © I in them and thou in me, 
e that they may be made enter in one,“ John xvii. 17, 23. 
Here, 
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Here, my Chriſtian Friend, THIS, Hs is the one glorious 
goſpel HOLINESS and PERFECTION, Happy, moſt happy that 
ſoul, who knows by faith in © the word of truth,” that he is 
thus made holy, thus made *© perfect in Cyr1sT Jesvs.” For 
this belief inſpires the heart with thankfulneſs to Gop, for 
the glory of his rich grace in CHRIST JEsvus. If you believe 
this, your heart will be joyful in the LogD; you alſo will 
join with all his ſaints in praiſing him. For faith opens the 
heart to thankfulneſs. Unbelief ſhuts the mouth to the 
praiſes of Gop, It is true there is a growing in grace, an 
increaſing in the knowledge of our LoRD JESUS CHRIST, 
and in the fellowſhip of him, till the ſoul arrives to the full 
enjoyment of him, This you are to preſs forward after, 

Thus you ſee every believer in IEsus is made holy. 
CHRIST is actually made ſanctification in every one of them, 
the very moment that they are tranſlated into his king- 
dom, or are ever ſo weak in the faith. As in the kingdom 
politic, the youngeſt child ſtands in the relation of a ſubject to 
his majeſty, and is entitled to all the privileges and immuni- 
ties of his laws and government, as thoſe of riper years. As 
in the kingdom of nature, the infant, though this moment 
born, hath life, and a natural meetneſs and diſpoſedneſs to all 
the functions of life, though it is not ſo ſtrong and able to the 
exerciſe of its faculties az the adult are. Juſt ſo the weakeſt 
believer, even a babe in CHRIST, is the ſubje& of CurisT's 
ſanCtification, partakes of life and holineſs in him, and enjoys 
the bleſſings and privileges of his kingdom. 

And now, my beloved Friend, ſeeing it is thus, that every 
believer in CHRIST is born of his SPIRIT—is a member of 
CarisT's body—is a new creature—is ſanctified in CHRIS 
—is a faint in CHRIST—is a holy brother of CarIsT—is a 
partaker of CHRIsT—a partaker of his holineſs—a partaker 
of the divine nature—hath everlaſting life in CHRIST is 
tranſlated into his kingdom—is made meet for the inheritance 
with all ſaints; and as you are a partaker of like precious 
faith, in this ſame moſt precious Saviour, though your faith 
þe ever ſo weak—though it be attended with much darkneſs— 
though 


the life of our ſouls, the life of holineſs, For the conſcience 
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though oppoſed by a ſea of corruptions though it be greatly . 
conflicted by the workings of unbelief, ſo as to appear as a ligh 
grain of muſtard-ſeed ; yet you are called on to rejoice and 4 


give glory to God for his diſtinguiſhing grace, that CHRIS But 


is made to you righteouſneſs as your title to glory, and ſandtifi- e 
cation in you as your meetneſs for glory. Therefore, in the We 
triumphs of faith, well may your evangelized foul cry out, agre 
© I have all things, and abound, I have CarisT JEsvs, the 8 


beloved Son of Gop, and all things in him. I can want 
© nothing. His infinite fulneſs ſupplies all. His perfect ſa- 
© crifice is mine, for the full atonement of my ſins: his pre- 
* cious blood is mine, to pardon and cleanſe me from all ſin: 
© his everlaſting righteouſneſs is mine, for the compleat juſti- 
© fication of my perſon : his holy nature, as Gop-man and 
Mediator is mine, for I am united to him, and am one with 
him; and his HoLy Sp1RIT is mine, who hath regenerated 
me to the knowledge of CHRIST, and ſanctified me by the 
© faith of CHRIST, that I may live upon him, be devoted to 
* his glory and ſervice on earth, and eternally reign in the en- 
joyment of my Lord in glory.” 

And while you, by faith, thus fix your views on JEsUs, 
and thus enjoy fellowſhip with him, you will not be left to 
anxious fears and diſtreſſing doubts, which naturally ariſe for gut 
want of perfect righteouſneſs and true holineſs ; but ſeeing you | 
have both in CHRIST JEsUs, you will live above them. Nor = _ 


will you be under the exerciſe of your own legal ſpirit, ſtriving : 1 


to work out a righteouſneſs to juſtify you, nor to acquire ho- R WS 


lineſs to ſanctify you in the ſight of Gop. But will be ever f the ſi 


ready to give eternal praiſes to © the glory of the grace of | lives 
«© Gon, wherein you, à poor ſinner, are made accepted in natu 
& the Beloved,” Eph. i. 6. ; all h 


But marvel not if this our moſt holy faith is attacked ; and 
the comfort and joy of it is oppoſed, by many objections from 
the enemy of your ſoul, as alſo from profeſſors of a legal ſpirit. |: 
For they may aſk,. © Is this all which the ſcriptures mean by |? 

« ſanification and holineſs ?? We anſwer, Yes, as it reſpects 


is 
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is cleanſed from fin, the ſpirit of the mind is renewed, the de- 
lights and deſires of the heart are changed, by CHRIST 
c dwelling in our hearts by faith as THE HoPE of OLOR Y.“ 
But is it objected, Seeing this is the caſe, will not this faith 
« cauſe perſons to reſt quite ſatisfied with CHRIS r's holineſs ?? 
We reply, it will; it is moſt right that they ſhould; it is 
agreeable to their faith, and to the honour of their Loxp, ſo 
to do, Is it urged, * But will they not hence be utterly care- 
© leſs, whether they have any per/onal holineſs of their own ? 
© and if fo, then are not the holy and unholy upon the very 
© ſame footing ?* We ſay: As to perſonal holineſs, it is im- 
poſſible that thoſe who are ſanctified by the faith of CHRIST 
ſhould be deſtitute of ſeeing they are united to JEsUs, are one 
with him, and he is the life of holineſs in them, as has been 
proved. St. Paul aſſerts of all believers, © CarisT is your 
e life.” Now it would be vaſtly abſurd for any one to object, 
what then have believers no perſonal ife? And as to their being 
upon the ſame footing with the unholy, there is only juſt fo 
much difference, as between an unholy finner, “ dead in 
<« treſpaſſes and fins,” dead to the knowledge, life and love of 
Gor; and a holy ſoul, who is © dead indeed unto fin, but 
&« alive unto Gop through Jesus CHRIST, Rom. vi. 11. 
But perhaps your ears may be ſtunned with loud vociferations, 
crying, This faith deſtroys at a ſtroke, and cuts up by the 
© root all ſanctity of walk, all holineſs of converſation.” 
Strange this indeed! What will men's believing, that they 
are the ſubjects of an unholy nature by the tranſgreſſion of 
the firſt Adam, deſtroy at a ſtroke all the unholineſs of their 
lives? or will men's finding themſelves the ſubjects of a holy 
nature, from the LorD the ſecond Adam, cut up by the roots 
all holineſs of walk ? Surely the ſpiritual holy life, which be- 
lievers partake of in CHRIST Jesvus, like the natural life of 
the body, will manifeſt itſelf in a diſpoſedneſs to ſuch actions 
as are ſuited to its own nature, Therefore, ſo far from making 
void holineſs of walk and converſation, that we eſtabliſh it. 
We receive a life of holineſs from CHRIST, that we may walk 
holy, We believe that by CHRIST being made ſanctification 
do 


172 
to us, the root of holineſs within us, that this is the only 
ſource and ſpring of our bringing forth © fruit unto holineſs.” 
Now this objection is juſt as abſurd and trifling, as though 
when our LoRD was about to raiſe dead Lazarus, any one 
preſent ſhould vehemently cry out, Maſter, I pray you, do 
© not reſtore him to life, leſt, when he finds himſelf alive, he 
* ſhould not eat, and drink, and walk about, and perform the 
© natural duties of life.” 

It is true indeed, the faith of the goſpel tends to deſtroy at a 
ſtroke, and cut up by the roots (and is it not fit it ſhould ?) 
all thoſe corrupt, proud and unſcriptural-notions of our own 
righteouſneſs and holineſs, which are natural to us, and which 
are entertained in the minds of men deſtitute of the truth, and 
which they contend earneſtly for. But if ſuch objections are 

Taiſed{which it is moſt natural to expect) from meer carnal minds, 
let it ſuffice to ſay, there is no end to their vain cavils againſt 
the truth. But if they are ſtarted from profeſſors of the faith 
of the goſpel, it is ſurely enough that we have the warrant of 
God's ſacred word to ſupport our faith. And we are bold to 
aſſert, we need not dread any ill effects from the belief of the 
truth. For we are ſure the Lord will take care of us, while 

we look to and honour his word, have fellowſhip with his 

Son, and love to have the Lord JEsus alone exalted in all 

that we are and do. And, therefore, let us proceed to conſider 
the next point propoſed. 

2dly, The bleſſed and holy effects which flow from CHRIST 
being made ſanctification in believers. They have thereby an 
habitual aptitude of mind, and diſpoſedneſs of ſoul, to the 
following things: 

iſt, To cleave unto the LoxD Jesvs with full purpoſe of 
heart, eſteeming him their Jaw-fulfilling righteouſneſs, their 
ſin-atoning ſacrifice, and life-giving head. Seeing themſelves 
poor and needy ſinners from day to day, they behold all the 
Father's love in him, and expect all the graces of the HoLy 
SP1RIT through him, Hence they delight to know more of 

his precious love—to learn more of his rich grace—to truſt 


more to his perfect work—and to glory more of, and to re- 
Joice 
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joice more in his finiſhed ſalvation for them. Deſiring to live 
in cloſe fellowſhip and ſenſible communion with him: that 
they may love him more fervently, obey him more ſteadily, and 
be conformed to him more perfectly, in the temper of their 
minds, and in the practice of their lives, For our beloved hath 
left us an example that we ſhould follow his ſleps. 

2dly, From a life of faith on the Son of Gor, we become 
dead to the law as a covenant of works. So that we are diſ- 
poſed not to conſider ourſelves, as under the law: either to ex- 
pect ſalvation on any account for our obedience to it: or to 
dread damnation for our tranſgreſſions againſt it. For we are 
dead to the law by the body of CHR1sT. Webehold the law per- 
tectly and everlaſtingly fulfilled in his Bop for us; and all its 
curſes ſuſtained in his Body on our accounts. So that there 
is now NO CONDEMNATION to us.” For we are IN CHRIST : 
we are married to CHRIsT—and the law of the SPIRIT of life 
in CyRIsT JEsus, hath made us free from the law of fin 
and death, 

3dly, Fellowſhip with Jzsus, diſpoſeth hearts, to an averſion 
to ſin—to deſire victory over it—and perfect deliverance from 
the being of it. Souls who love CHRIS loath fin. They can- 
not love CHRIST and fin. They cannot ſerve two ſuch con- 
trary maſters. They do not deſire it. Though they are aſſured 
they ſhall not be damned for fin; nor be puniſhed in hell 
for ſin, yet the love of CHRIST conſtrains them to hate it, 
mourn over it, and it cauſes grief that they are the ſub- 
jets of it. The ſenſe of this keeps down pride, and keeps 
up truſt in JesUs, as their righteouſneſs and ſanctification, 
ſo that they dare not truſt in themſelves for juſtification ; nor 
confide in any holineſs of their own as their title to glory ; but 
Jesus is all in all to them; while they ſee themſelves but 
unprofitable ſervants. Thus they are diſpoſed to lie low in 
humility at the feet of JesUs, praying him to keep them, as 
from the abominable luſts of their nature; ſo from the curſed 
pride of their ſelf-righteous hearts. For they conſider, theſe 
fins are equally hateful to him ; equally hurtful to them. 

4thly, 
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Athly, Fellowſhip with Jzsvs, diſpoſeth to an averſion to 
fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of darkneſs—the pomps 
and vanities of this wicked world all its vain pleaſures, en- 
chanting diverſions, and enſnaring paſtimes. Knowing IEsus 
hath redeemed them from this preſent ev] world—that they 
are crucified to the world are called to redeem the time—to 
walk as children of light to have their fruit unto holi- 
neſs—to mortify fin in their members—to be living unto 
Gop, perfecting holineſs in his fear. For Gop who hath 
called them is holy: CHRIST who hath redeemed is holy: 
the SPIRIT who hath regenerated them into CHRIST is holy 
therefore they have their fruit unto holineſs, and their end 
everlaſting life. 

5thly, Their minds are diſpoſed to“ conſider Jesvs,” and 
to look unto JEsUs, as to the exerciſe of every grace, that ſo 
their graces may be ſtrengthened by him, They go to JesUs 
in faith, that their faith may grow up in him: in hope, that 
hope may abound towards him: in love, that their love 
may be cheriſhed an inflamed by him; and in patience they 
wait on him, that patience may have its perfect work, until 
the appearing of him, So, 

6thly, As to the diſcharge of every duty, they are diſpoſed 
to do all in his name, to the glory of Gon. Therefore they 
dare not conſider duties, as taſts impoſed upon them, by a hard 
taſk-maſter ; but as ſweet privileges enjoyned by a loving friend, 
They are diſpoſed to pray to JEsus, becauſe they know him; 
they believe his love to them and care for them: they expect 
to receive all they want out of his fulneſs. For their“ Go 
« will ſupply all their need out of his riches in glory by Jesus 
& CHRIST,“ Phil. iv. 19. They are diſpoſed to love his word 
becauſe it teſtifies of Is us to hear the goſpel of his grace 
preached, becauſe faith in JEsUs comes by hearing the word 
of Gop— to wait on him at his table, to remember his ever- 
laſting love to give him the glory of his eternally finiſhed 
ſalvation, and to be nouriſhed up to everlaſting life with his 
blefled body and precious blood: for ſo he commands. To 
this faith diſpoſeth, and love conſtraineth. 

7thly, 
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7thly, They are diſpoſed from the Sp1R1T of Jesus to love all 
his members, not becauſe they are of the ſame church, party, 
or perſuaſion, but becauſe they appear to belong to CHRIST. 
As hunger will break taro' ſtone walls: fo the love of 
CHRIST, will ſuffer no wall of partition to ſtop its courſe. It 
will flow towards perſons for the “ truth's-ſake which dwell- 
© eth in them.” Fellowſhip with the head in glory, diſpoſeth 
to communion with his members on earth : nor does it diſpoſe 
to look down with haughty pride and cenſorious contempt, even 
upon ſtrangers to the love, and enemies to the faith f Jesvs, 
however vile they act; for the believer knows he is ſtill a 
poor finner himſelf, He ſtands by faith—this diſpoſeth him 
not to be high minded—not to entertain a good opinion of 
himſelf. He ſees the grace of JESU, is all, and hath done all 


for him. He is diſpoi-d to conſider himſelf as bad, yea, worſe 
than others; becauſe he ſees and knows more of the vileneſs 


of his own nature, and the deceitful workings and deſperate 
wickedneſs of his own heart, than he knows of others. He 
ſees himſelf an inſolvent debtor to free, ſovereign, diſtinguiſhing 
grace: therefore he is apt to conſider the conduc of the vileſt 
of the vile, only like a picture, diſplaying what is alſo in hisown 
heart and nature : therefore he is led to think, what ſuch are 
now, ſo once was I; what I am now, they foon by grace 
may be. And therefore, 

Laſtly, there is a diſpoſedneſs of heart in every r in 
Tesus, to look off from himſelf: to renounce all that he is in 
himſelf, and all that he has done, or can do; yea, alſo all that 
has been wrought in him, or done upon him, as his. title to the 
favour of Gop, or his hope of eternal life. His deſires—his 
diſpoſitions—his actions—his duties) is graces—his frames 
and his feelings, he is diſpoſed to look off from all, and to look 
ONLY to what JEsUs hath done for him, for his right and title 
to glory; and what Je>us is made of Gop to him, as his meet- 
neſs for glory. For after all, he ſees himſelf a ſinner, an unprofi- 
table ſervant, and prays, that he may be found in CHRIST. 
Therefore he truſts in him, and leans upon him, as the beloved 
of his ſoul : as his ſtaff of ſtrength, and ſtay of ſupport from 


day to day. But yet as an evidence of CHRIST dwelling in our 
K 2 heart 
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hearts by faith, being the life of our ſouls, and made ſanctifi- 
cation in us, we cannot but rejoice to find a diſpoſition of ſoul 
and an aptitude of mind, to ſuch things as pleaſe our Lozp. 
We delight to maintain the practice of them, though we re- 
nounce all confidence in them: we are never ſo happy as when we 
are led by the Spirit, from ſimple faith in, and ſincere love to 
JEsus, to glorify Gop in this way. So that you ſee my dear 
fellow traveller, the life of a chriſtian—the life of faith, is 
utterly inconſiſtent with the leaſt degree of licentiouſneſs in 
principle, and intirely oppoſite to all unholineſs of practice. 
Though the pride of the Arminian may lay this to our charge : 
though the looſeneſs of the Antinomian may juſtly deſerve it; yet 
the holy believer hears it with diſdain, and lives down the 
accuſation with joy. His heart and life are influenced by 
CHRIST, being made ſanQification to him, and his fellowſhip 
with JEsus by faith. He cannot continue in fin, becauſe 
grace hath abounded towards him : his ſoul fires with a holy 
indignation at the very thought, Thoſe who talk of grace 
leading to licentiouſneſs, take licence to ſpeak from the dictates 
of corrupt nature; the language of their lips betrays ignorance 
of the nature of grace upon their hearts. For to this queſtion, 
„What then, ſhall we continue in ſin, becauſe we are not 
« under the law, but under grace?” the real believer in 
Jesvus will anſwer with the utmoſt abhorence, ** Gop forbid ! 
for how ſhall we who are dead to fin, live any longer therein.“ 
And does not my chriſtian friend find ſuch the language 
of his heart ? Are not ſuch the defires and diſpoſition of your 
ſoul ? Elſe why do you complain of what the ſpiriually dead 
feel not, a body of ſin?” elſe why do you deſire what the 
unſanctified have no reliſh for, fellowſhip with God the 
Father, and his Son IEsus CHRIST? elſe why are you de- 
preſſed and diſtreſſed in finding (what natural perſons are utter 
. ſtrangers to) your ſoul interrupted, in the views of faith, 
the joys of hope, and the comforts of love ? elſe why is fin felt 
as a burden, and holineſs delighted in Montraries illuſtrate 
each other. Chriſtians are known as well by their ſorrows 
and complaints, as by their joys and and comforts, That 
you 
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you are the ſubject of a body of fin and death, proves that 
you are fallen from Gop. That you are ſenſible of this, 
groan under, and long for deliverance from this, as being con- 
trary to the peace and purity of your mind, this proves that 
you have ſpiritual life from ChRIST, and that CHRIST is 
made ſanctification to you. But this falls under the 

3d. particular, namely, that the ſubjects of CRHRIST's 
ſanctification, do nevertheleſs find and feel that they are 
ſtill the ſubjects of an unholy nature. There needs no 
argument to prove the truth of this to you, my friend. 
Your own experience is a melancholy proof of it: you are ever 
ready to ſigh out your confeſſion of this, and to breath out 
your lamentation over it, This you find by daily experience 
to be the cauſe of your many exerciſes of mind, forrow of 
heart and dejection of ſpirit : theſe are often attended with a 
large black cloud of doubts and fears, concerning your eternal 
ſtate ; but all theſe do not prove, that you are not the ſubject 
of CHRISTr's ſanctification. No; not even, though you had a 
ten- fold ſtronger ſight, ſence, and feeling of the ſins, luſts, and 
corruptions of your fallen nature than you have, 1 know 


it is too common to ſpeak very ſparingly of the fins and 


corruptions which believers are the ſubjects of. Too many are 
averſe to lay open the abominable evils, which ſtill dwell in 
the regenerate, Some affect to ſpeak as though fin had no being 
in ſanctified perſons ; but ſuch dreamers of perfection, only 
diſcover that they are not truly awake to ' right knowledge 
of themſelves : it is evident, that the ſin of pride and ſelf- 
righteouſneſs blinds their eyes, that they do not ſee the evil of 
their own hearts and natures ; ſo they alſo betray ignorance 
of the law of Gop, and the real ſtate of his ſaints. But by the 
after conduct of many ſuch dreamers, we have ſeen, moſt 
{ad proofs and awful inſtances, that fin dwelt in them: hence 
they have woefully fallen under the power of it. 

But the word of God teſtifies, and the experiences of his 
ſaints therein recorded, fully prove this affeCting truth, that 
the holieſt of men, while in the body, were the ſubjects of ſin, 
that the luſts of the fleſh will be working in us, ſo long as 
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we carry our mortal bodies about us. The ſcripture exhort 


tions to ſanctified believers in CHRSIT, are a proof of this. 
Why elſe, are the dearly beloved children of Gop, and 


ſaints of CHrisT, exhorted to abſtain from fleſhy luſts 


* which war againſt the ſoul,” if they had none in 
them? Why to © cleanſe themſelves from all filthineſs of 


« fleſh and ſpirit,” 2 Cor. vii. 1. if they were not the 
ſubjects o ic? Why doth the holy apoſtle include himſelf 


too? Let Us, ii there was no filth of fin cleaving to them. 
Why are they exhorted to“ put off the old man, which is 
ce corrupt, according to the deceitful luſts,” Ep. iv. 22. if 
he and his luſts were not part of them? But it is needleſs to 
enlarge on this, every exhortation in the word, either directly 
or indirectly imply and prove that the ſaints of Gop have 
need of exhortation, becauſe ſubſects of fin. It is hence, as 
ce the fleſh luſteth, after ſuch things as are contrary to the 
SPIRIT ; an indulgence in them would be injurious to 
the peace and purity of their minds, as alſo diſhonourable 
to their God and Saviour; therefore they are exhorted 
againſt them. If ſin had no being in the ſaints of Gop, 
exhortations to mortify ſin would have had no place in the 
word of Gop: they would have been needleſs. So the 
teſtimony of the SpirIT of truth, concerning the ſaints 
of Gop, as alſo their own confeſſions fully prove this. The 
HL GHnosT bears a faithful record even of his own people. 
He doth not flatter human nature. He ſtains the glory of all fleſh, 
Hence we hear of the anger of a meek Moſes : the drunkenneſs 
and unchaſtity of a righteous Lot the unbelief and diſſimula- 
tion of a faithful Abraham: the complicated crimes of the man 
after Gop's own heart, holy David, &c. Now theſe were 
all works of the fleſh ; and prove that theſe eminent ſons and 
ſaints of Gop were yet the ſubjects of ſin, Look at the lives 
and conduct of our LorD's own diſciples. See how they all 
cowardly forſook him, and baſely fled from him. Hear the 
oaths and curſes of St. Peter, when he denied his LoR D. Be- 
hold his after diſſimulation about the truth at Galatia. Hear 
the beloved diſciple declare, if we ſay that we have no fin,” 
if we inſpired apoſtles, or you ſanctified believers in CHRIST, 
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ſhould ſay that we have no fin Gwelling in us, © we deceive 
« ourſelves, and the truth is not in us,” 1 John i. 8. For any 
chriſtian believer to ſay, he has no fin, he doth not fin, verily 
he commits fin in ſaying fo, for in plain terms, HE LI ES. 

But now, will any dare to ſay, theſe fins of Gop's ſaints 
| ſhould not be mentioned, leaſt they bolſter up vain hopes, and 
| encourage others to do the like ? Who dares thus to impeach 
- the Gop of holineſs ? What! are we wiſer than the SprrIT of 
f wiſdom? Have we a greater abhorrence of fin, than the Spixrr 
e of holineſs ? for he hath cauſed theſe things to be written and 
7 revealed: yes, and to the wiſeſt ends, and moſt holieſt pur- 
f poſes too, even to ſhew to man what he is, to hide pride from 
0 his eyes, to lay him low in his own ſight, and to exalt the 
Y riches of the glory of the grace of Gop in CHRIsT Jesvs, 
6 in pardoning ſuch ſinners, and the divine efficacy of the blood 
a of CHRIS, in cleanſing them from all ſin; and to manifeft 


1 the grace of the holy Six rr, in making fin appear exceeding 
as ſinful to them, affecting them with hearty ſorrow for it; 
, humbling under it, with true repentance of it, and with holy 


indignation againſt themſelves on-account of it. And in this 
way is that prophecy accompliſhed : * The lofty looks 
of man ſhall be humbled, and the haughtineſs of men 
« ſhall be bowed down, and the Loxp alone ſhall be 
&« exalted in that day,” I/a. ii. 11. And hence it is that 
poor ſinners, ſeeing what they are in themſelves, the ſubjects 
of ſin, learn to obey that divine word of grace, En- 
te ter into the rock,” CHRISTH JEsUs, the rock of ages; 
« and hide thee in the duſt, for fear of the LorD, and for 
te the glory of his majeſty,” Ia. ii. 10. Thus is fin made 
hateful to the heart, tie ſinner humblcd in his own fight, and 
the Lok D Jesvs exalted and made more precious to .ne be- 
liev.ng ſoul, as his righteouneis, ſanctification and redemption, 

Hence, ſo far from thinkiag that. ſin is entirely dead in you, or 
the old man, with his deeds utterly deſtroyed out of you; or 
becauſe you ſtill find and feel yourſelf the ſubject of the workings 
of a carne] corrupt nature, that therefore you are not the ſubject 
of CyrIsT's ſanctification, that you ſee it was the common 
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lot of all the ſaints thus to be exerciſed : nay, there is nothing 
of the old man, but what is ſtill in you, you have till a body 
of ſin and death. The fleſh, with its affections and luſts, 
are ſtill the ſame, and ever Juſt againſt the Spixir, and war 
<« againſt the ſaul.” The old man, which is corrupt, accord- 
ing to the deceitful luſts, is not changed, bettered, or im- 
proved; but as accurſed is crucified with CHRIS H. He is not 
dead yet; human nature is the ſame, corrupt and become 
abominable, whether in ſaints or ſinners. As a new- born ſon 
of Gop, you find its burdens, are preſſed down with its 
weight, and are groaning for deliverance from it. This ſenſe 
is peculiar to the living ſaints of Gop only, and therefore 
you cannot . live after the fleſh,” becauſe you are led by the 
SPIRIT to live on JEsUs, who is made ſanctification to you. 

And it is the nature of faith, and the character of the faith- 
ful to ſpeak the truth of themſelves, and to confeſs what vile 
ſinners they really are in themſelves; not to palliate fin, nor to 

think leſs of its vileneſs; not to attempt to colour over its 
evil nature, and todiſguiſe it with ſoft appellations. Slight 
thoughts of ſin cauſe flight thoughts of the Saviour's love 
and ſalvation. Therefore it is the nature and eſſence of the 
chriſtian faith, to ſink the pride of nature, and to exalt IEsus, 
as made ſanctification againſt it. So that the more you view 
Jesvs as your ſanctification, the greater power will you find 
againſt ſin, and a greater victory over fin, ſo as not to obey 
it in the luſts thereof. | 

Hear the teſtimony of our venerable reformers, in the IXth 
article of the church of England, The fleſh luſteth aLwars 
© contrary to the SpIRIT, and this infection of nature doth 
© remain, yea in them, who are regenerated, whereby the luſt 
© of the fleſh, called in Greet, PHRoNEEMA SAREK Os, which 
© ſome do expound, the wiſdom, ſome ſenſuality, ſome the af- 
< fe&tion, ſome the deſire of the fleſh, is not ſubjeR to the law 
© of God : and although there is no condemnation for them 
© who believe and are baptized, yet the apoſtle doth confeſs, 
< that concupiſcence, (evil defires,) luſt, and covetouſneſs, 


* hath of itſelf the nature of ſin.“ It is worth remarking, 
the 
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the Greek word is rendered by ſome, wiſdom : no ſooner had 
Satan deceived man, but the ſerpentine wiſdom diſcovered 
itſelf in attempts to conceal, and find an excuſe for fin ; 
and this wi/dem, which is fooliſhneſs with God, is till natural 
to fallen man, it abounds in every human heart. Biſhop 
Beveridge moſt juſtly remarks upon this article, That this 
infection of nature remains when the perſon is born again, ſo 
© long as in this life is plain, in that, otherwiſe heaven would 
be brought down to earth, and earth turned into heavenr 
6 For to have fin perfectly ſubdued under us, and grace per- 
* feftly alone in us, is certainly the crown of the crown of 
glory, the very heaven of heaven; which I cannot ſee how 
any one can in reaſon expect, fo long as he is himſelf upon 
* earth, Nohe that have any grace, will ſay they have no fin, 
and he that ſays he hath no fin, it is an argument to me, 
* that HE HATH NO GRACE : he who doth not find fin war- 

© ing againſt his graces, ſurely he hath no grace to war 9 
* his fins,” 

If you turn your thoughts to what holy Paul ſpzaks of 
himſelf, you can never exceed him in your ſenſe and feeling of 
your evil and corrupt nature, And yet ſurely, you can never 
doubt but that Cyr1sT was made ſanctification in him. Do you 
complain of all manner of concupiſcence ?” That is, evil 
deſires of things forbidden, he found the ſame, Rom. vii. 8. 
Do you find that © you are carnal, fold under fin ?” So did he. 
Do you, do that which you allow not,” he owns the fame, ' 
Do you complain, “what I would, that I do not?“ So did be. 
Do you know and confeſs, “ in me, (that is, in my fleſh) 
e dwelleth no good thing?“ He did the fame. Do you own, 
eto will is preſent with me, but how to perform that which is 
e good I find not?” This is his language. He could not 
find the power in himſelf, for it is Gop who worketh in us, 
both to will and to do.“ Do you find, When I would 
te do good evil is preſent with me? For the evil of corrupt 
nature is ever preſent to advance pride by what good we 


Joy to make a boaſt and a merit of it, and to glory in it; Paul 
knew 
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knew this well. Do you delight in © the law of Gop after 
<« the inward man? Verily your groans and complaints of 


the burden of your corruption, is an evidence that you have 
the ſame joyful experience with St. Paul. But do you © ſee 


<< another law in your members, warring againſt the law of 

van mind, and bringing you into captivity to the law of fin 

< winch is im your members? this alſo. was Paul's woful 

C W », 

No upon all theſ accounts, as a member of the firſt Adam, 
jou pronounce yourſelf wRETC3ED? Awnetched ſon of an 
apoitate parent. Are you crying after delivenance ? So was 
St. Par': Who ſhall deliver me from the body ef this 
death? But was Paul, or are you ignonant, who is the 
precious deliverer of ſinners * No, for be no faoner unters 
the complaints of his heart, but he glovies in the triumphs of 
bis faith. His dear Deliverer was nigh him, evem im his heart, 
(tor CHRIST dwelt in his heart by faith,) therefore in extacy 
ef joy he adds, I thank Gon through JesUs Cumise eur 
* Lorb,” Here is my victory over all my inbred luſts and 
indwelling enemies: here is my deliverance from them : here 
is, my triumph over all the miſeries, and all the nuns of the 
fall, even the grace of Gon abounding aver fim, and faxing 
Sopers.in CuyrIsT jE8US.. 

This 1 have by faith: this I hold faſt by fat: this I bold 
wp and oppoſe againſt all ſenſe and feelimps, and againſt every 
enemy: this I plead in my con ſcience againſt fin within me: 
Ltur accuſing me: the law condemning me: death facing 
mes bell: chreatning ave ; fb this zs ay ſupport, my defence, 
ray deliverance, my victory, wy triumph, the glory of the 
grace of Gom ftiving in the face of JzsUs CHRIST, our 
Loxp, our Saviour, our ſacrifice, and our ſalvation. This 
I thank my Gop for: in Jssvs —_ [ glory. So then with 
« the mind, I myſelf,” I Paul, an inſpired apoſtle, a fancti- 
hed believer, a new creature in ChñRIS Ixsus, ſerve the law 
of Gon: © but. with the fleſh,” my carnal corrupt nature, 
which is ſold under fin, full of fin, can do nothing but ſin, 
and if left to its own inclination and luſting, loves to be 

under 
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under the power and dominion of fin : © with the fleſh” I am 
naturally prone to ſ-rve the law of fin, 

Now, my dear Friend, here is Paul's experience and his 
deliverance, his groans and his triumph, his complaints and 
his victory, his fleth and his ſpirit, his ſenſe and his feelings, 
and his STEDFASTNESS IN THE FAITH. The Lord help you 
and me to rejoice ih the ſame faith and the ſame Loy, and to 

ive thanks alſoas he did. His conflicts are all over. He is 
for ever freed from all his burdens and ſorrows. He is now 
triumphing in the full enjoyment of the preſence of Gop and 
the Lamb. May we alſo hold faſt and follow his faith! For 
to this end hath the holy SPIRIT cauſed the ſaints experience 
to ſtand on record, that we might ſee the neceſſity of holding 
the myſtery of this faith in a pure conſcience, that CHRIST is 
made ſanctification to believers, though they are ſtill ſinners 
in themſelves, and the ſubjects of an unholy nature. This is 
the 4th particular to be attended to, 

And here, my Brother, take the prophets and apoſtles for 
your example, as to the ſtedfaſtneſs of their faith, in 
holding faſt the truth. They were men of like paſſions with 


. ourſelves, yea, ſinners in themſelves. But they all “ endured, 


« ſeeing by faith him who is inviſible,” holding faſt the faith 
of the Son of Gop. Holding the ſame myſtery of faith in the 


conſcience, is your only preſent remedy alſo. The abſo- 
lute neceſſity of this appears, 

Iſt, Thar it is the will of Gop concerning us; therefore 
we are exhorted to it by the word of inſpiration. All exhorta- 
tions in the goſpel are to the believing brethren in CurIsT, 
reſpecting their walk and converſation in the world. We 
* beſeech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lon D ESV, 
(by all that he is to you and in you) © that as ye harz 
received of us, how you ought to walk and to pleaſe 
«© Gop, fo ye would abound more and more,” 1 7%. iv. £, 
But this can only be done, while we hold faſt ChRISTH by 


faith in our conſciences, „walking by faith,” and living 


by faith on the Son of Gop. Seeing then we have a 
great high- prieſt who is paſled into the heavens, jE5us the 
don of Gon, let us hold fit our profelion,” +. iv. 14. 
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How do we fee this great high-prieſt, but by faith? How do 
we know that JesUs the Son of Gop, hath offered his 
blood as the ſacrifice for our fins, and that he is . paſſed into 
the heavens. to appear in the preſence of Gop For us, but 
ce by faith? And how can we hold faſt this our profeſſion, 
of what Jesus hath done for us, is to us, and is ſtil] doing 
for us and in us, but by faith in the word of truth? The 
Lorp knows, we have many enemies to this truth, who 
ſtrive to deprive our ſouls of the comfort of our Lor D's love, 
and rob him of the glory of it; therefore he commands us, 
abide in me, as though he had ſaid in ſpite of all the workings 
of unbelief, and the legality of your ſpirits, maintain, and 
hold faſt in your conſciences, a ſteady abidance in the faith 
of me: firmly adhere to this important truth, that ye are one 
with me and I with you.: that I am in you and you in me. The 
belief of this union to me your Lorp and Head, is the 
ground of all comfortable communion and ſellowſhip with me. 
Doth fin aſſault? Satan diſtreſs? Do corruptions beſet you? 
Is the world enſnaring to you? Againſt all enemies within 
and without look unto me—conſider me as your ſanctifica- 
tion—believe me who am for you to be ſtronger than all that 
are againſt you—therefore in the firm belief of my love, my 
promiſes and my power, come unto me, in every time of 
n2ed, to receive out of my fulneſs and grace for grace. So 
{h:]l you glorify me—ſo ſhall you enjoy comfort, victory 
and peace by abiding in me. Continue in my le. Hold it 
faſt againſt all that oppoſes it, that I am made ſanctification 
to you. You can have no holineſs, but in and from me.— 
* Without me ye can do nothing :”—but through my power 
ſtrengthening you, © ve can do all things.“ 

2dly, We are exhotrted, Let us hold faſt our profeſſion 
without wavering.” Why ſo? 4 Becauſe he is faichful 
6 who hath promiſed,” Heb. x. 23. You ſee our profeſſion 
of what JEsUs is to us and in us, is founded upon the faith- 
ful word, and inviolable promiſes of the Loxp himſelf. 
Theſe never fluctuate nor change. They ſpring from cove- 
nant love. 'I hat never alters. He hath commanded his 
„ covenant 


[8] 
« covenant for ever.” Therefore we ſhould ever hold fat 
Jesus our covenant head and ſurety, as made of Gop 


ſanctification to us. JesUs CHRIST is the ſame yeſterday, 
<« to-day and for ever.“ Therefore we ſhould never waver 


concerning our faith in him as our ſanctifier. What he 


begun yeſterday, he carries on to-day, and will complete it 
for ever. Therefore we ſhould ever cleave to him with full 

purpoſe of heart: ever hold him faſt by fait For fo, 
3dly, Our dear Lorp, though abſent in body, yet ever 
preſent in ſpirit with his church commands, “that which 
„thou haſt already,” of the knowledge of me and faith 
in me, HOLD FAST till I come,” Rev. ii. 25. Till I 
come to take you to the full enjoyment of myſelf in glory. 
Again he teſtifies, © Behold I come quickly,” ye have but a 
very little while longer to ſhew your faith in me, and faith. 
fulneſs to me, in this world, therefore, HoLD FAsT that 
„ which thou haſt, that no man take thy crown,” Rev. iii. 
11. What is our preſent crown of joy? What will be 
our eternal crown of glory? O, is it any thing elſe but Jesvs, 
precious JESUS, infinitely precious IEsus, in all that he is 
to us, and in us, and as he will be eternally enjoyed by us! 
O my friend, force and fraud will be uſed to rob us of our 
glorying in and of our beloved! but we are ever to be 
jealous of and watchful againſt every thing, that is advanced 
againſt the completeneſs of the work of Jesus in his finiſhed 
ſalvation for us, and of his being made ſanctification in us. 
For our Lokp's glory is advanced, and our comfort is only 
maintained, while we ſanctify him in our hearts: when we 
ſeparate and put away every other work, matter and thing, 
and give our Loxp the pre-eminence over all. Therefore 
when the voice of inſpiration proclaims, © In the Lox, in 
% JEHOVAH JEsUs, ſhall all the ſeed of ael be juſtified 
«© and ſhall glory,” a. xlv. 25. When thy believing ſoul 
holds faſt this truth, thy heart will eccho back, & Gop for- 
« bid that I ſhould glory, fave in the croſs of our Lorp 
« JesUs CHRIST,” Gal, vi. 21. This is to honour the 
Lorp, 
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Lon, in the faith of his word, and in the glory of his 
righteouſneſs and ſanctification. 

4thly, This is the only way in which we can draw nigh 
to Gop with boldneſs. If you look at yourſelf, you ſee a 
poor creature—an unholy ſinner. You think, I can find 
nothing in myſelf to recommend me to Gop's favour, nor to 
entitle me to his acceptance. — This view diſcourages your 
approach to Gop, and ſhuts your mouth before him. But 
O when you conſider, when you hold faſt this truth Jesus 
ſuffered without the gate, that he might © ſanctify me to 
4 Gop by his own blood,” Heb. xiii. 12. what boldneſs of 
acceſs doth this inſpire the ſoul with ! Though there is 
nothing perfect in us, yet there is a better hope brought in, 
even the aſſured hope of acceſs to Gop, and the certain 
perſuaſion of acceptance with him, in his beloved—therefore, 
by this bleſſed hope, I draw nigh to Gop,” He. vii. 19. 
© This hope is as an anchor to my ſoul, both ſure and ſtedfaſt, 
<« and which entreth into that within the vail, whither the 
« Forerunner is for us entred, even Jxsus,“ Heb. vi. 19. 
« By HIN we have acceſs by faith,” Rom. v. 2. Through 
„ HIM we have acceſs, by one Spirit unto the Father,” Eph. 
ii. 18. © In u we have boldneſs and acceſs with confidence 
« by faith of him,” Epb. iii. 12. Why all this? but becauſe 
Jesvs hath taken away all our fins before Gon: becauſe 
he hath wrought out and brought in an everlaſting 
righteouſneſs which perfectly juſtifies us in the fight of Gop; 
and becauſe he hath ſanctified us through the faith of him to 
draw nigh to Goyv—* and he hath made us kings and prieſts, 
<< to offer ſpiritual ſacrifices acceptable toGop”—How ? only 
by Jxsus CHRIST, 1 Pet. ii. 5. 

5thly, Holding faſt this faith, is the only way to adorn the 
goſpel, and to recommend the ſalvation of JEsUs, For if we 
do not hold faſt the myſtery of faith in our hearts and con- 
ſciences of what Jes8Us is to us and in us, we ſhall bring no 
Honour to him with our tongues, by making confeſſion of him 
unto ſalvation, nor glorify him in our lives by walking 

worthy 
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worthy of him unto all well pleaſing. If our minds are in 
doubts, fears, dejections and anxieties, about our hope of 
ſalvation, then our countenances will wear the gloom of diſ- 
couragement, and our tongues will be dumb, to the glory 
and praiſe of our dear Infranel. But while we hold faſt the 
faith of Jesvs, being our atoning ſacrifice, our righteouſneſs, and 
our head of life and influence, we ſhall, with David, cry out, 
«© Come and hear all ye who fear the Lorp, and I will de- 
ce clare what he hath done for my foul,” Pſalm Ixvi. 16. For 
while the myſtery of faith is held in the conſcience, and ſweet 
fellowſhip with IEsus is enjoyed in the heart, the tongue is 
glib to ſpeak of his lovely name, his glorious work, and his 
precious ſalvation. | 

' 6thly, By this you will be proof againſt the corrupters of the 
word of grace, thoſe falſe teachers who depreciate the glory of 
Jesus our ſanctifier. Beware, leſt any man ſpoil you, 
ſaith the apoſtle, How is that done ? Why falſe teachers are like 
thieves and robbers : they aim to deprive fouls of the comfort 
and glory of what Jesvs is to them: they would ſpoil fouls of 
their rich cloathing: CHRISTr's glorious robe of righteouſneſs 
imputed to them Gop's everlaſting electing love of them 
the grace of JesUs in ſanctifying them to Gop, and 
enabling them to perſevere and hold out unto the 
end, according to covenant love, covenant engagements, 
oath and promiſes. And inſtead of building ſouls up in this 
faith, they attempt to raze the very foundation of theſe 
glorious truths. And they direct fouls to look to them- 
felves, to confide in their own inherent graces, inherent 
righteouſneſs and perfection, and to ſeek to be made 
perfect in the fleſh. Inſtead of living upon the fulneſs 
of grace that is in Ixsvus, according to the everlaſting love of 
Gop, and conſtantly looking to receive from him by faith, 
through the communion of the HoLy Gnosr, they aim to 
lead ſouls to look to themſelves, and to live upon ſome ſtock 
of grace which they imagine is given to us, and which by 
our own faithfulneſs to, and improvement of, we ſhall give 
the turning point to ſalvation, and fo cauſe it to iſſue in our 
T favour, 
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favour. Bat thus the vanity and pride of the creature is ex- 
alted, and the glory of grace, and the honour of IEsus is 
debaſed. Alas ! alas ! theſeare the very dregs of Popery. But 
the holding faſt the myſtery of faith, is contrary to all ſuch 
proud, legal, ſelf-exalting tenets. Tenets which muſt ever 
bring diſtreſs upon ſouls, unleſs where pride and ſelf-exalting 
prevail againſt fincerity and truth. But bythe faith of Ixsus, 
we ſhall maintain our ground againſt ſuch dangerous and pre- 
vailing notions. Therefore be not moved away from the 
hope of J=sus © by philoſophy, after the traditions of men, 
<& after the rudiments of the world, and not after CHRIST,“ 
Gal. ii. 8. For if any man, be he ever fo wiſe and learned, 
or deemed ever ſo good and religious; yea if an angel from 
c heaven, preach any other goſpel than what you have received, 
cc let him be accurſed,” Gal. i. 8. io 

Ithly, Holding faſt the myſtery of faith, that Jesvs is 


made ſanctification to us, ſweetens and improves every bitter 


draught of affliction. When we are exerciſed with this trial, 
and when another affliction is brought upon us, well, ſays 
the believing ſoul, it is happy to conſider Jesvs is in all. 
His wiſdom is in every diſpenſation—his love is at the bottom 
of all—his grace is ſufficient to bear me up, and to carry 
me through all—and his power will make all things work to- 
gether for my good and his glory. Thus he tries my faith— 
thus he ſanctifies my ſoul to himſelf in love and in mercy. 
Therefore it is my Loxp, my ſanctifier, let him do with me 
and by me, as ſeemeth good in his eyes. His love is too great 
to afliit willingly, or to grieve my ſoul without a cauſe. It 
is good for me to hold faſt by my Loxp and my Gon 
JesUs. So, 

Sthly, In an hour of Darkneſ:, in a ſeaſon of heavineſs 
through manifold temptations, what can ſupport the ſoul 
but holding faſt the myſtery of faith, of what IEsus is to us? 
We ſee, in the moſt dark and diſtreſſing ſcene that ever 
the Son of Gop paſſed through, ſtill as man he held faſt his 
confidence in God his Father. Attend to the cry of his be- 


eving heart, *My Gop ! my Gop!” Hear the pleading 
7 of 


[ 8g ] 

of his faith, Why hait thou forſaken me?” He hath left 
us his example that we ſhould, under every exerciſe of foul, 
imitate his faith—hold faſt our confidence in him, and plead 
with him to keep us. Hear his loving enquiry after us, 
« Who is among you, that walketh in darkneſs and hath no 
& light?” Ja. I. 10. Do clouds of corruption within ariſe 
and overſpread the ſou! ? Do ſtorms and tempeſts of manifold 
temptations gather thick around us? Is the Sun of comfort 
obſcured? Is the Light of joy darkened? Is the foul dejected 
becauſe it hath no light? What then? Though thou canſt 
ſee no light to rejoice thee, yet thy Beloved and thy Friend 
ſtill ſpeaks to adviſe and comfort thee. Yes. He faith, 
„ TRUST in ME—ftay thyſelf upon ME—hold faſt by me, 
J am the light of the world, he that followeth me, ſhall 
* not walk in darkneſs, but ſhall have the light of life,” 
John viii. 12. 

Laſtly, When the meſſenger of death approacheth, the ſigns 
of diſſolution ſeize on the body, and the proſpect of eternity 
opens upon the ſoul- the ſolemnity of appearing before the 
Judge of quick and dead preſents itſelf -, hen nature is diffoly- 
ing when lips are quivering—ſpeech is faltering—pulſe is 
failing— friends are bewailing—and the ſoul is departing 
O then the joy, the inconceivable, the inexpreſſible joy of 
holding faſt the myſtery of the faith of Jesus ! O the glorious 
views of faith ! itlooks within thevai!, whitherour Forerunner 
is entered for us; and the ſoul cries out, I fee him who is 
inviſible—<© whom have I in heaven but thee?” thee, my 
Jesus, who was once made ſin for me—righteouſneſs to me— 
and art now my life, my ſand7ification in me. Whom can 1 
look to but thee? Whom can TI defire beſide thee ? 
O the triumphs of faith! „Though my ſtrength and 
my heart faileth, yet thou, O Jzsvs, art the ſtrength 
* of my heart, and my portion for ever.” O DEATH 
in JIEsus I ſee thy ſting taken out. O GRAVE! in JEsus 
I behold my victorious Conqueror, O holy Law ! in Jesvs 
[ perceive all thy curſes ſuffered, all thy righteouſneſs fulfilled, 
O divine jusTict ! in Jtsus I view all thy fiery wrath 


for ever quenched—all thy juſt demands eternally fatishcd. 
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O inviolable TRUTH ! in Je8vs I ſee all thy immutable de- 
ſigns—all thy precious promiſes everlaſtingly compleated and 
fulfilled. O precious covenanr ! in Jeſus I ſee all the eter- 
nal purpoſes, wiſe decrees, and ſolemn oath, of the eternal 
Three in one Gop, for ever eſtabliſhed. and O ſovereign 
LOVE]! O unmerited MERcy ! I behold in Jesus thine ever- 
laſting arms underneath to ſupport, open to receive, and ready 
toclaſp and embrace me, that where IEsus is, there, there my 
highly-favoured foul ſhall for ever be. And in that heavenly 
world, what will be our ſweet, our inceſſant, our eternal 
employ? Verily, to love, adore, praiſe and magnify Gop 
and the Lamb—to caſt our crowns at his dear and precious 
feet—to look up to his ever-adorable face—and to give him 
the whole and ſole glory of his free love to us, and everlaſting 


ſalvation of us. But till we arrive to this bleſſed ſtate, O 


let it be our chief concern, our daily ſtudy on earth, to 
honour JEsus by the faith of our hearts, in entertaining 
the moſt noble and exalted views of him, .which the 
SPIRIT of truth teaches us in the word. This is the only 
way of enjoying peace of conſcience, comfort of mind, and 
Joy of heart—for we are complete in him. Therefore, though 
we have no confidence in the fleſh, yet have we all cauſe ever- 
more to rejoice in CHRIST JESUS ; to rejoice in him as made 
of (30D, to us blind and naked, ſinful and unholy creatures 
in ourſelves, wiſdom to enlighten us—righteouſneſs to juſtify 


us—-ſan#tification to purify us—redemftion to glorify us: there- 


fore let him who glorieth glory only in the Loxp JESUS, of 
what he is made of Gop to us and in us. 

Thus, my dear Friend, you ſee your calling; it is ſteadily 
to hold faſt your confidence in Jesvs—to abide in the faith 
of him to live upon the fulneſs which is in him—to keep 
your conſcience pure by the blood of him. Thus to keep 
yourſelf in the love of Gop through {the faith of Jesvs—to 
be building up yourſelf in this moſt holy faith, this is your 


duty as one made alive to Gov, Though you were paſſrve, 


when laid upon the foundation JesUs; yet now you are 
called to all activity and diligence in the uſe of all the means 
of grace, in order to preſerve a lively hope of glory in your 

ſoul, 
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foul. But the power of all is from Gop; therefore adds 
the apoſtle, Praying in the Holy Ghoſt” for clearer 
views, more eſtabliſhed knowledge, more heart-felt fel- 
lowſhip, more ſweet communion, and more transforming 
ſights of Jxsus by faith, even t. Il you are filled with all the 
fulneſs of GoD; and have attained the end of your faith, even 
the ſalvation of your ſoul, in the full fruition of his bleſſed 
preſence and eternal glory in his own kingdom. In the mean 
while, though tabernacling in fleſh, and inhabitants of 
houſes of clay, having the faith of JEsUs in our hearts, we 
may well go on joyfully, confefling IEsus with our lips, and 
glorifying him in our lives, ever ſinging that ſweet evange- 
lical hymn of praiſe, entitled, A joyful thankſgiving of the 
© faithful for the mercies of Go.“ And in that day thou ſhalt 
fay, O Lad, 1 will praiſe thee: though thou waſt angry with me, 
thine anger is turned away, and thou comforted/i me. Behold, Ged is 
my ſalvation: I will truſt, and nit be afraid; for the LoRn 
JenovaAn is my ftrength and my ſong, he alſo is become my ſalva- 
tron, Therefore with joy ſhall ye draw water out of the wells of 
ſalvation. And in that day ſhall ye ſay, Praiſe the Lord, call upon 
his name, declare his doings among the people, make mention that his 
name is exalted. Sing unto the Lord; for he hath done excellent 
things: this is known in all the earth, Cry out and ſhout, thou 
inhabitant of Zion : for great is the Holy One of Hrael in the 
midſi of theee Iſa. xii. Thus you fee how Old- Teſtament ſaints 
went on their way to glory—PRAISING JEHOVAH JESUs, the 
Gon of their ſalvation — TRUSTING in him, not being 
afraid—DRAwING joy from him, the fountain of life 
CALLING upon him with delight—DECLARING the wonders 
of his love with extaſy—MAKING MENTION of his name, 
and exaltings his doing as their whole falvation.—Behold ! 
how they exhort and encourage each other to rejoice in him, 
Cry out ana ſhut. Why ? great is the Holy-One of Jjracl, 
)zsus the hope of glory, in the midſt of thee. He dwells in 
our heart by faith: he is;in the midſt of us by his Spikir, 
Thus their example is W that New - Teſtament be- 


lievers ſhou!d follow their ſteps, 
And 


[92], 
And thus I have aimed, in theſe aadreſles to my dear 
friend, to ſtir up your pure mind, by remembring what Jesvg 
was made FOR us, is TO us and IN us, that you might live, 
daily live under the joy of this, and be daily glorifying Jesvs 
for all this. Pray conſider, it is your high calling, ever to 
look unto Jrsus, and to live upon his fulneſs. - Remember 
it is your ſweet privilege, to rejoice in him who is the truth, 
mu « to hold faſt the confidence of him, and the rejoicing 
of the hope on him firm unto the end.“ Heb, iii. 6, —Yea, 
let me remind you, that this is alſo (what you love to hear 
of) yout duty, your goſpel puTY. Not one command in 
the moral law, is more poſitively enjoined than this, of ſober 
ſpiritual joy in the Lox po. Are you concerned to keep holy 
the ſabbath day becauſe the Loxp hath commanded it? O 
be equally concerned to obey this injunCtion of the ſame . 
Lorp, “ rejoice in the LorD alway, and again 1 ſay rejoice.” 
Phil. iv. 4. Should you not? Is %s entered into his reſt 
from his toils and ſufferings for our Salvation? And have. 
© we who believe in him entered into his reſt ?? Heb. iv. 3. 
And is his 7% glorious ? Iſa. xi. 10. Surely then rejoicing in 
him is our higheſt duty, our exalted privilege. For hereby 
the everlaſting love of Gop the Father is glorified—the 
everlaſting ſalvation of Gor the Son is honouted—and the 
everlaſting truth of Gop the SpIRIT is obeyed—and thus 
alſo the well-being of your own precious ſoul is advanced. 
Therefore I have obeyed this apoſtolic exhortation, comfo-1 one 
another, May the Loxp the SPirRiT own and bleſs it to 
you—may he mightily ſtrengthen you, to quell the firſt 
riſings of unbelief—to fight againſt corrupt reaſon and legal 
workings, and to reſiſt ſatan ſtedfaſtly in the faith, that 
Jesvs may be the glory and the rejoicing of your ſoul now, 
and that you may be his glory and crown of rejoicing in the 
great day. Conſider what has been faid, and the LorD 
grant you a right underſtanding in all things, ſo prays your 
miſerable fellow ſufferer in the ruins of the fall, and your 
happy fellow partaker of ki 2-4 faith in the Lamb. 


W. M. 


